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The Exam
A Vizsga

Hungary, 2011
Dir: Péter Bergendy
Genre: Drama/Thriller
Language: Hungarian
Duration: 89 mins.
Producer: István Bodzsár
Cast: János Kulka, Zsolt Nagy, Gabriella Hámori, Péter Scherer

“Well-directed and intelligent”
- CINEUROPA
Festivals: Karlovy Vary
Synopsis:
The 1956 Revolution has fallen. Terror reigns. Appointed by the Soviets, the new
Hungarian prime minister – a very paranoid János Kádár –orders that each and
every National Security officer’s loyalty be tested according to new and rigorous
directives.
Jung is a super-ambitious cultural NS officer living undercover as a private teacher.
Jung's task is to gather information and forward it to his superiors. Markó is Jung’s
immediate superior, and also his only friend. Now, Markó, a war hero and a legend
amongst the officers, is ordered to monitor Jung’s apartment and activities for a day
to test his friend’s loyalty to the new regime. What sets out as routine surveillance
takes a wild turn when Markó uncovers disturbing secrets in Jung's life; secrets that
can easily destroy the careers of both men.
Watch the Trailer:
http://www.hungarianfilmfund.hu/media/The_Exam.html

Aztec International Entertainment
519 Brunswick St, Fitzroy North, Victoria, 3068 Australia
Mobile: 041 518 9819 Fax: (03) 9486 2274
paulette@aztecinternational.com.au

Babycall

Norway, 2011
Dir: Pål Sletaune
Genre: Psychological thriller
Duration: 96 min.
Language: Norwegian, Swedish
Producer: Turid Øversveen, 4 1/2 Fiksjon AS
Cast: Noomi Rapace & Kristoffer Joner
“Genuinely creepy, it's another Scandinavian thriller that will nestle
uncomfortably in your head”- EMPIRE MAGAZINE
Festivals:
Winner: The Marc’Aurelio Jury Award for Best Actress. Rome IFF 2011
Winner: Grand Prize- Critic’s Prize. Gerardmer FF. France 2012
Official Selection: Thessaloniki FF, Havana FF, Guadalajara FF,
Synopsis:
Anna and her eight year old son Anders are under the witness protection
program following a difficult relationship with Anders’ father. They move into a
large apartment complex. Anna becomes overprotective of her son and
even buys a babycall to keep track of him. Soon, strange noises from other
apartments appear on the monitor, and Anna overhears what might be the
murder of a child. Meanwhile, Anders’ mysterious new friend starts visiting at
odd hours, claiming that he has keys for all the doors in the building … Does
this new friend know anything about the murder?
And why is Anders’ drawing stained with blood? Is Anna’s son still in danger?
Watch the Trailer:
http://www.the-match-factory.com/films/items/babycall.html
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Girl Model
USA, 2011
Dir: David Redmon & Ashley
Sabin
Genre: Documentary Film
Duration: 80 mins.
Language:
English/Russian/Japanese
Producers:
David Redmon & Ashley
Sabin.
Cast: Ashley Arbaugh &
Nadya

"A provocative documentary that looks into a dark, seldom-seen segment of
the modeling industry." THE GULF TODAY
"A fascinating look at the stark, staring mad world of modelling." The Times
Festivals:
Toronto, Rio, Abu Dhabi, Rome
Synopsis:
Despite a lack of obvious similarities between Siberia and Tokyo, a thriving model
industry connects these distant regions. Girl Model follows two protagonists
involved in this industry: Ashley, a deeply ambivalent model scout who scours the
Siberian countryside looking for fresh faces to send to the Japanese market, and
one of her discoveries, Nadya, a thirteen year-old plucked from the Siberian
countryside and dropped into the center of Tokyo with promises of a profitable
career. After Ashley’s initial discovery of Nadya, the two rarely meet again, but
their stories are inextricably bound. As Nadya’s optimism about rescuing her
family from their financial difficulties grows, her dreams contrast against Ashley’s
more jaded outlook about the industry’s corrosive influence.

Watch the Trailer:
http://www.girlmodelthemovie.com/trailer.html
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Stella Days
Ireland, 2011
Dir: Thaddeus O’Sullivan
Genre: Drama
Running Time: 89 mins.
Language: English
Producer: Jacqueline Larkin, Lesley
McKimm and Maggie Pope.
Cast: Martin Sheen, Tristan Gravelle,
Marcella Plunkett.
Festivals
Winner: Best Feature at the Celtic Media
Festival (Northern Island)
9 Nominations IFTA awards (Irish Film &
Television Awards) Including: Best Film,
Best Script, Best Director and Best Actor.
Winner: Best Production Design IFTA
Official Selection: Dublin International FF,
Pusan FF, Berlin FF.

“A gem of a film.”- The Irish Times
“Stella Days is a fine piece of Irish cinema, with an impressive
central performance from Martin Sheen” – The Movie Blog
Synopsis:
A small town cinema in rural Ireland becomes the setting for a dramatic
struggle between faith and passion, Rome and Hollywood and a man and his
conscience.
STELLA DAYS is the story of a man, a story about the conflict between love
and duty, hope and faith, and between the excitement of the unknown and
the security of the familiar. It encapsulates the dilemma of Ireland in the mid1950s - on the cusp of the modern but still clinging to the traditions of church
and a cultural identity forged in very different times.
Watch the Trailer:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymSWzwGCXUc
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The Recipe
Korea, 2010
Dir: Anna Lee
Genre: Drama
Duration: 107 mins.
Language: Korean
Producer: Jing Jang
Cast: Seung-Ryong Ryu, Yuwon Lee, Dong-Wook Lee

“Mixes romance, crime story, black comedy, modern fairy tale
and food to near-perfection.” – Richard Kuipers, VARIETY
Festivals: Adelaide, Berlin, Pusan
Synopsis:
CHOI Yu-jin, a television producer always in search of a scoop, is given a
mysterious tape that reveals the final words of renowned bloodthirsty killer.
The tape is a recording of his execution, and reveals his last wish: to eat his
favorite Korean stew, "Doenjang jjigae." Yu-jin, with his cutthroat journalistic
instincts, instantly smells a scoop. Desperate to decipher the mystery behind
the killer’s cravings, Yu-jin visits a restaurant in the mountains. He learns of
JANG Hye-jin, a woman who holds the key to unraveling the enigma of the
Doenjang jjigae, but it’s impossible to find her. He discovers that Hye-jin had
been desperately seeking a man named PARK Min, and so Yu-jin seeks him
out in the hope that he will lead him to Hye-jin. Finding that Min perished in a
car accident Yu-jin persists in his quest to find the mysterious Hye-jin. Deep in
the mountains, he comes across yet another man also searching for Hye-jin.
Who is he and why is he looking for Hye-jin? And what is the real story behind
the curious Doenjang?
Watch the Trailer:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01TnqVTCs8o
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The Runway

Ireland/Luxemburg, 2010
Dir: Ian Power
Genre: Drama
Duration: 100 mins.
Language: English
Producer: Macdara Kelleher and Brendan McDonald
Cast: Demian Bichir, Kerry Condon, James Cosmo and Jamie Kierans
“Effective and endearing.” – Cineuropa
Festivals:
Rome, Palm Springs, Galway.
Synopsis:

Nine year old Paco Thomas misses his dad. His mum says he was a Spanish pilot but
Paco can’t remember. They live in Dromoleen, a poor town crippled by a factory
closure where Paco spends his days getting into trouble and his nights learning
Spanish from an old linguaphone tape for when his dad comes home.
But late one night, the life of Paco, his mother, and the whole town is changed when
a mysterious Colombian pilot, crash lands his plane in the woods on the outskirts of
town. As the fractious community comes together to decide the fate of their visitor,
Paco is called up as the sole Spanish speaker- and through a translation rich with
poetic license, he manages to convince the town to set up to help his new
Colombian friend.
Inspired by true events that happened outside Mallow in 1983, and captured the
imagination of the nation.

Watch the Trailer: http://www.6sales.es/theRunaway.html
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Happy Happy
Sykt Lykkelig
Norway, 2010
Dir: Anne Sewitzky
Genre: Comedy/Drama
Duration: 88 mins.
Language: Norwegian
Producer: Synnøve Hørsdal
Cast: Agnes Kittelson, Henrik
Rafaelson, Maibritt Saerens,
Joachim Rafaelson

“A winning comedy that gets good-natured fun out of characters
behaving badly.” -VARIETY
Festivals:
World Cinema Jury Prize, Sundance Film Festival 2011, Sydney, New Zealand,
Brisbane
Synopsis:
To Kaja, family is the most important thing in the world. She is an eternal
optimist in spite of living with a man who would rather go hunting with the
boys, and who refuses to have sex with her. That's life.
However, when "the perfect couple" moves in next door, Kaja struggles to
keep her emotions in check. Not only do these successful, beautiful, exciting
people sing in a choir; they have also adopted a child from Ethiopia! The new
neighbours open a new world to Kaja, with consequences for everyone
involved. And when Christmas comes around, it becomes evident that
nothing will ever be like before.
Watch the Trailer:
http://sff.org.au/public/films/country/norway/happy,-happy/
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The Solitude of Prime Numbers
La Solitudine dei Numeri Primi
Italy, 2009
Dir: Saverio Costanza
Genre: Drama
Duration: 118 mins.
Language: Italian
Producer: Philipp Kreuzer,
Mario Gianani, AnneDominique Toussain.
Cast: Alba Rohrwacher, Luca
Marinelli, Martina Albano,
Tomasso Neri.

“…big ideas with visual bravura…powerful performances”
- Tom Hall, BACK ROW MANIFESTO, TORONTO 2010
Festivals:
Venice, Toronto, Melbourne, New Zealand
Synopsis:
Mattia and Alice have both had the lives traumatized by childhood
misfortune. They’ve grown up in a society which brings them little joy. They
have each other. Or so it seems.
This eerie tale of uncomfortable adolescence stems from the multi-million
selling book by Paolo Giordano, who also co-wrote the script. Saverio
Costanza’s vision is bravura, often thrilling cinema. The cast is superb – Alba
Rorwacher (I Am Love) and Luca Marinelli play the adult characters brilliantly,
and Isabella Rossellini is a stand-out as Luca’s troubled mother.
Contemporary Italian cinema as you’ve not seen before.
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25 Carat
25 Kilates
Spain, 2008
Dir: Patxi Amezcua
Genre: Thriller
Duration: 86 mins.
Language: Spanish
Producer: Ovideo, Icónica SA
Cast: Francesc Garrido , Aida
Folch , Manuel Morón , Joan
Massotkleiner , Maria Lanau

“25 Carat is one of the surprising little gems of the year, a little
film that deserves a lot of big praise.”
Todd Brown - TWITCHFILM
Festivals: San Sebastian, Toronto, New Zealand Film Festival, La Mirada
(Melbourne)
Synopsis:
The big city. The perfect environment for go-getters, swindlers, thieves, thugs,
mafia members and corrupt policemen. Abel is a loner whose job is to collect
payment from debtors using expeditious methods. Kay is a young girl who
steals cars and does small-time robberies. Sebas, her father receives stolen
goods and is always mixed-up in trouble, always in debt, always robbing Peter
to pay Paul. Garro, an inspector from the Crime Squad of rather dubious
honesty, some Kosovar robbers, some Mexican thugs, a Turkish hired assassin.
A real mixed bag of delinquents in the asphalt jungle of the big city, all of
them fed-up with the lives they lead. All of them hoping to do the last job, the
big job. A bag full of jewels could be just what's needed…
Watch the Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I9cjAoYOf60
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A Christmas Tale
Un Conte de Noel
France, 2008
Dir: Arnaud Desplechin
Genre: Drama
Duration: 145 mins.
Language: French
Producer: Pascal Caucheteux
Cast: Catherine Deneuve,
Mathieu Almaric, Jean-Paul
Rousillon, Anne Consigny, Melvil
Poupaud, Hippolyte Girardot

“A compellingly literate exploration of the muddle of misguided
motives and lingering regrets that bind families together”
-EMPIRE MAGAZINE

Festivals:
Cannes, Toronto, New York, Buenos Aires, Alliance Francaise French Festival
Australia, New Zealand.
Synopsis:
A phenomenal showcase of France’s most renowned actors relishing the
challenges of an extraordinary narrative, A Christmas Tale reaches great
heights of emotion thanks to the masterful direction by Arnaud Desplechin.
It’s Christmas in Roubaix, and a family get together is shaded by the recently
diagnosed illness that threatens the life of Junon (Catherine Deneuve). Only a
successful blood match with one of her children can save her, but a complex
set of inter-relations in the family ensures nothing will be easy. Far from morbid,
the tale is rich in black humour, and irony as the French do so very, very well.
This outrageous, funny and heart-rending romp through the dysfunction of the
middle class was one of 2008’s most celebrated French films.
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The Double Hour
La Doppia Ora
Italy, 2009
Dir: Giuseppe Capotondi
Genre: Thriller
Duration: 95 mins.
Language: Italian
Producer: Nicola Giuliano,
Francesca Cima
Cast: Ksenia Rappoport,
Filippo Timi

“Noir with a great twist” - HOLLYWOOD REPORTER
Festivals: Toronto, Venice, New Zealand, Palace Italian Film Festival
Synopsis:
Sonia (Rappaport) is a Slovenian woman who works as a chambermaid in a
Turin hotel. She meets Guido (Timi), an awkward, reticent but romantic former
policeman, at a speed-dating session.
The widowed Guido and the lonely Sonia have just begun to connect when
he is murdered in front of her during a break-in at the villa where he works as
a security guard – and she finds herself mourning a lover she hardly knew.
Soon she begins to see, or perhaps imagine, Guido’s ghost.
As Sonia’s past resurfaces with all its secrets, the surrounding reality starts to
tremble up to the point of collapsing on her. Everything begins to change, all
certainties crumble and nobody is the same any longer including Sonia. Is the
man she continues to see – beyond any plausible logic - Guido, or is she
going out of her mind? And what will she do when she will be offered another
chance?
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Hell On Wheels
Höllentour

Germany, 2005
Dir: Pepe Danquart
Genre: Documentary
Duration: 123 mins.
Language: German
Producer: Mirjam Quinte
Cast: Erik Zabel, Rolf Aldag, Andreas Klöden, Alexander Winokurow, Steve
Zampieri, Mario Kummer, Serge Laget with the special appearance of
Lance Armstrong & Jan Ullrich

“Here is where Heroes are made” FILMSTARTS.DE
Synopsis:
Le Tour de France -the toughest Bicycle Race of all, celebrated its 100th
Birthday in 2003. Year after year this spectacular event fascinates millions of
people worldwide. And the winner takes it all...
But within the beauty of the French landscape and the suspension of
the race, Academy Award Winner Pepe Danquart is also telling about the
torture and the pain, the fear and the weaknesses of the men. He is offering a
true insight into the Tour and brings close to us the individuals on the bike. We
see the tears of those who are out of the race and the joy of those, who
suffered but fulfilled their biggest dream: to reach the finishing-line of this
hardest race of all.
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Irina Palm
Belgium/France/UK, 2007
Dir: Sam Garbarski
Genre: Drama
Duration: 103 mins.
Language: English
Producer: Sebastian Delloye,
Georges van Brueghel
Cast: Marianne Faithfull,
Miki Manojlovic

“Faithfull’s remarkable portrayal of Maggie retains the grace
and dignity of a woman taking any means necessary to save a
loved one’s life.” -HERALD SUN

Festivals:
Berlin, Melbourne, Perth, Toronto, Copenhagen, Chicago
Synopsis:
Marianne Faithfull plays Maggie, a quiet retiring grandmother who finds
herself helpless as her grandson’s health deteriorates. When one last chance
appears, but money is desperately short, Maggie acts to raise the cash in a
fashion that surprises everyone but her.
Walking through Soho, Maggie sees an advertisement for “hostess”. And thus
begins an extraordinary tale of redemption, sacrifice, and a rich vein of
humour and humanity. Miki, the chain-smoking club owner with a jaundiced
life view thinks he’s seen it all. But he’s never seen anything like Irina Palm, the
mysteriously successful relief worker whom he employs.
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My Brother is an Only Child
Mio Fratello e Figlio Unico
Italy, 2007
Dir: Danielle Luchetti
Genre: Drama
Duration: 99 mins.
Language: Italian
Producer: Riccardo Tozzi,
Giovanni Stabilini, Marco
Chimenz
Cast: Elio Germano, Riccardo
Scamarcio, Luca Zingaretti

“Marvellously cinematic... a film of considerable vigour and
vivacity, beautifully shot... two outstanding and charismatic
performances from Germano and Scamarcio”
-Peter Crayford, AUSTRALIAN FINANCIAL REVIEW
Festivals:
Winner of four Donatello Awards (Italian Oscars)
Festival de Cannes- Official Selection, Un Certain Regard
Synopsis:
Accio (Elio Germano) is irritable, explosive and a trouble maker. He fights
every battle like a war and his parents despair. His brother Manrico (Riccardo
Scamarcio) is handsome, charismatic and loved by all, although underneath
he is equally as dangerous. Mio fratello è Figlio Unico follows the adventures
of these two passionate brothers in small town Italy in 1960s and 70s as they
fight over politics and over the same woman. It is about escaping and
returning and knowing when to fight and when to grow up. Fifteen years of
Italian history pass by as these brothers realize that despite their differences,
they’re really alike.
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On Tour
Tournee
France, 2010
Dir: Mathieu Amalric
Genre: Drama
Duration: 111mins.
Language: French/English
Producer: Laetitia Gonzalez,
Yael Fogiel
Cast: Mathieu Amalric,
Miranda Colclasure, Suzanne
Ramsey, Dirty Martini, Julie
Atlas Muz

“Winningly played: Amalric is charmingly raffish and the real-life
performers are brassily naturalistic” – TOTAL FILM
Festivals: Cannes, Rio, Turin, San Francisco, Alliance Francaise French Film
Festival Australia.
Synopsis:
Joachim, a former Parisian television producer had left everything behind - his
children, friends, enemies, lovers and regrets - to start a new life in America.
He returns home with a team of New Burlesque strip-tease performers whom
Joachim has fed fantasies of a tour of France, of Paris!
Traveling from port to port, the curvaceous showgirls invent an extravagant
fantasy world of warmth and hedonism, despite the constant round of
impersonal hotels with their endless elevator music and the lack of money.
The show gets an enthusiastic response from men and women alike.
But their dream of a tour culminating in a last grand show in Paris goes up in
smoke when Joachim is betrayed by an old friend and loses the theatre
where they were due to perform. A quick return journey to the capital
violently reopens old wounds. “On Tour” is a magical, incredibly entertaining
view of old school entertainers trying to find their way in a modern world.
Aztec International Entertainment
519 Brunswick St, Fitzroy North, Victoria, 3068 Australia
Mobile: 041 518 9819 Fax: (03) 9486 2274
paulette@aztecinternational.com.au

Paradise Now
Palestine/Netherlands/Germany/France,
2005
Dir: Hany Abu Assad
Genre: Drama
Duration: 90mins.
Language: Arabic
Producer: Hengameh Panahi, Amir
Harel, Gerhard Meixner, Roman Paul
Cast: Kais Nashef, Ali Suliman, Lubna
Azabal

“Compelling, genuinely
controversial… scrupulously
balanced. ..thought provoking”
-Jim Schembri, THE AGE

Festivals:
Berlin, Karlovy Vary, Telluride, Sydney, Melbourne, New Zealand, New York
Nominated for Best Foreign Language Film – Oscars 2006
Winner Best Foreign Language Film. Golden Globes 2006
Synopsis:
A gripping drama set on the West Bank, and deserved winner of Golden
Globe for Best Foreign Language Film 2006. Friends since childhood, young
Palestinians Khaled and Said are recruited to carry out a suicide bombing in
Tel Aviv. After a last night with their families without being allowed to say
goodbye, they are taken to the border with bombs strapped to their bodies.
However, the operation doesn't go as planned and they lose track of each
other. Separated, they have to face their destiny and their own convictions...
Shot in Nablus, the movie provides valuable insight into the ordinary lives of
people in desperate circumstances. It explores the legitimate reasons to
oppose occupation, but it never condones the taking of life.
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Red Like the Sky
Rosso Come il Cielo
Italy, 2006
Dir: Cristiano Bortone
Genre: Drama
Duration: 96 mins.
Language: Italian
Producer: Cristiano bortone,
Daniele Mazzocca

“The acting by the children in this piece is superb an
unaffected...and a heart-warming story, this film is appealing for
all age groups” -SYDNEY MORNING HERALD
Festivals:
Audience award: Sydney Film Festival
Audience award: Sao Paolo Film Festival
Audience award: Durban Film Festival
Jury award: Hamburg Film Festival
Synopsis:
A magical and inspiring film based upon a fascinating real-life story, “Red Like
the Sky” grows in reputation each time it screens around the world. It’s
received multiple audience awards on the festival circuit.
Mirco Mecacci is a young Tuscan boy who loses his sight in a gun accident.
His life shifts direction as law insists that he attend a School for the Blind. As a
feisty and quick-witted kid, he doesn’t fit into the rigid social networks at all. In
fact, his creativity runs foul of the headmaster again and again. A gift of a
sound recorder is the means by which Mirco explores a whole new world, one
filled with sound as expression. He gradually persuades his fellow pupils to join
in, and a wonderful anarchy results. “Red Like the Sky” inspires and fascinates
from the opening shots, a passionate Italian tale that recalls “Cinema
Paradiso” in its faith and belief in possibilities. In real-life, Mecacci would go on
to be one of Italy’s most successful film sound designers.
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White Material

France, 2009
Dir: Claire Denis
Genre: Drama
Duration: 102 mins.
Language: French
Producer: Pascal Caucheteux
Cast: Isabelle Huppert, Christopher Lambert and Isaach De Bankolé

“There’s no better film-maker working in the world right now.”
SIGHT AND SOUND
Festivals:
Venice, Toronto, New York, Pusan, Sydney, New Zealand, Alliance Francaise
French Film Festival – Australia.
Synopsis:
Isabelle Huppert gives an extraordinary performance as Maria Vial, the
formidable owner of a coffee plantation in a former French colony in Africa.
The country is gripped by civil war and her terrified workers flee as increasingly
violent clashes between the army and rebel militia grow ever nearer. As
brutal and heavily armed soldiers advance, the headstrong Maria stands
defiant in the face of impending disaster.
Acclaimed director Claire Denis’ riveting and powerful thriller examines the
highly charged and controversial legacy of colonialism.
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