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Documentary 90 mins France (2014) 

“This day is both more real and less real, more true and less true, more interesting 
and less interesting than my actual day, depending on how you look at it” – Nick 
Cave

Drama and reality combine in a fictitious 24 hours in the life of musician and 
international cultural icon Nick Cave. The film is an intimate portrait of the artistic 
process, celebrating the transformative power of the creative spirit. 20,000 Days 
On Earth takes us deep into the heart of how myth, memory, love and loss, shape 
our lives every single day. A line in Cave’s songwriting notebook calculating how 
many days he’d been alive inspired the film’s title.

Documentary 95 mins Britain (2014)

In a small fishing town near the stunning Barents Sea in northern Russia, a 
mechanic Kolya is about to lose his wife to his best friend and his home to the 
town bulldozer. As in the Coen brothers’ great A Serious Man, the ‘Book of Job’ 
looms large here—which is likely how director Andrey Zvyagintsev secured 
support from his country’s censorship-happy Ministry of Culture. But the biblical 
messaging is soaked in a vodka ice bath of irony, and what emerges is a Putin-
offending critique of how the power abusing state and the power worshipping 
church collude to create millions of ‘Jobs’.           

Drama 141 mins Russia (2014)

After nearly four decades together, Ben (John Lithgow) and George (Alfred Molina) 
finally tie the knot in an idyllic wedding ceremony in lower Manhattan. But when 
George loses his job soon after, the couple must sell their apartment and, victims 
of the relentless New York City real estate market, temporarily live apart until 
they can find an affordable new home. While George moves in with a younger 
same-sex couple of party loving cops who live down stairs, Ben lands in Brooklyn 
with his nephew, his wife and their temperamental teenage son, with whom Ben 
shares a bedroom. While struggling with the pain of separation, Ben and George 
are further challenged by the intergenerational tensions and capricious family 
dynamics of their new living arrangements.       

Drama (R) 94 mins France USA (2014)

Dior and I brings the viewer inside the storied world of the Christian Dior fashion 
house with a privileged, behind-the-scenes look at the creation of Raf Simons’ 
first haute couture collection as its new artistic director, a true labor of love 
created by a dedicated group of collaborators. Melding the everyday, pressure-
filled components of fashion with mysterious echoes from the iconic brand’s past, 
the film is also a colorful homage to the seamstresses who serve Simons’ vision.            
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Starstruck  was the creation of screenwriter Stephen MacLean based on his own 
experiences of growing up at a struggling pub at which his mother worked as a 
barmaid, whilst raising her four children. MacLean was a classic film connoisseur 
and in particular, a lifelong Judy Garland fan. It’s no accident that Starstruck  
follows the same basic formula of many of the Judy Garland, Mickey Rooney 
musicals of the 1930s and 40s - two crazy kids decide to ‘put on a show’, usually 
helping a friend or family member out of calamity and finding fame and fortune at 
the same time. Themes of stardom, ambition and patronage from other MacLean 
favourites such as Sunset Boulevarde (1950) and All About Eve (1950) also find 
their way into the story. Gillian Armstrong’s second film is a playful tribute to those 
who dream big. With tunes by Phil Judd and Tim Finn of Split Enz.            

Musical Comedy 105 mins Australia  (1982)

Triumphs and tragedy abound in this glossy biopic based on the life of popular 
Swedish jazz-singer Monica Zetterlund, played by the enchanting Edda Magnason 
who sings her own smoky, elegant vocals. Monica, a young, rebellious small 
town girl is determined to make it as a singer in the vibrant sixties jazz clubs of 
Stockholm, and even New York City. Beautiful and sensual, she embarks on the 
singing career of her dreams, and an exquisite singer evolves in the golden era 
of jazz. But behind all the glamour, Monica struggles to face the dark side of fame 
and success.             

Biopic 111 mins Sweden (2013)

David Michod’s highly anticipated follow-up to Animal Kingdom, is set in a world 
10 years following the collapse of society. The rule of the law has disintegrated 
and life is cheap. The film follows hardened loner Eric (Guy Pearce) as he 
travels the desolate towns and roads of the outback. A gang of thieves steals his 
car but leave behind a wounded Rey (Robert Pattinson) in their wake. Forcing 
Rey to help track the gang, Eric goes to any lengths to take back the one thing 
that still matters to him. Michod also wrote the script, based on a story he 
conceived with Joel Edgerton.            

Sci-Fi Western (R) 102 mins Australia (2014)

Directed by Nuri Bige Ceylan. We watch a failing marriage unravel in a mountaintop 
hotel on the Anatolian steppe. The proprietor is Mr Aydin, a retired actor who carries 
himself like a Shakespearean king, and whose many business interests pervade the 
village down below. He’s also researching a history of the Turkish theatre and, in the 
evenings, writes a pompous column for the local newspaper, ‘Voice of the Steppe’. 
Aydin’s much younger wife, Nihal, and his divorced sister Necla, live with him at the 
hotel. As the quiet season approaches, the tourists depart, and the snow-clouds gather 
overhead. With next-to-no guests to care for, Aydin, Nihal, Necla and a handful of their 
associates from the village are left with little to do, and the resentments of the last few 
months begin to wake.  

Drama 196 mins Turkey (2014)

Philip Seymour Hoffman in his final leading role on screen. Adapted from John 
Le Carre’s  2008 novel and directed by Anton Corbijn, it is set entirely in the port 
city of Hamburg, where Mohammed Atta planned the September 11, 2001 attacks 
under the intelligence radar. When a half-Chechen, half-Russian, brutally tortured 
immigrant turns up in Hamburg’s Islamic community, laying claim to his father’s ill-
gotten fortune, both German and US security agencies take a close interest: as the 
clock ticks down and the stakes rise, the race is on to establish this most wanted 
man’s true identity, oppressed victim or destruction-bent extremist?             

Espionage Thriller 119 mins Britain (2014) 

Detailing the relationship between blue-collar Adèle (Adèle Exarchopoulos), 15, and 
Emma (Léa Seydoux), an older, sophisticated art student,  Blue Is the Warmest Color 
sweeps you up on waves of humor, heartbreak and romance. Director and co-writer 
Abdellatif Kechiche (The Secret of the Grain) follows Adèle and Emma through a 
decade of roller-coaster emotions that are shaped and broken by sex, love, betrayal 
and an unforgiving class system. The politics of the film, loosely adapted from Julie 
Maroh’s 2010 graphic novel, can be read on the expressive faces of these two unlikely 
lovers. Exarchopoulos and Seydoux, who deservedly shared the acting prize at 
Cannes, give performances of unparalleled intimacy.

Romance (R) 179 mins France (2013) 

In James Gray’s The Immigrant, Ewa Cybulski (Marion Cotillard) and her sister 
sail to New York from their native Poland in search of a new start and the 
American dream. When they reach Ellis Island, doctors discover that Magda 
(Angela Sarafyan) is ill, and the two women are separated. “I can help you,” 
Bruno (Joaquin Phoenix) whispers, and with a quick bribe to the bureaucrat 
who had deemed Ewa a woman of loose virtues, the helpful stranger whisks her 
through the lawless streets of Lower Manhattan. Alone, with nowhere to turn and 
desperate to reunite with Magda, Ewa quickly falls prey to Bruno.              

Drama (R)  117 mins USA (2013)

Tells the story of two children from the port city of Kobe, made homeless by 
American bombs. Seita is a young teenager, and his sister Setsuko is about 5. 
Their father is serving in the Japanese navy, and their mother is a bomb victim. 
For a time an aunt takes them in, but she’s cruel about the need to feed them, 
and eventually Seita finds a hillside cave where they can live. Their plight is 
recorded with unsentimental intimacy in a world where  
food and compassion are scarce.
The late film critic Roger Ebert considered it to be one of the best and most 
powerful war films and, in 2000, included it on his ‘Great Movies’ list.         

Animated Drama 89 mins Japan (1988)

Sandra (Marion Cotillard) is a married woman with children who returns to 
work at a solar panel factory after a breakdown. While she’s been away, 
management have realised that the work can be achieved without her, so now 
they’re proposing to fire Sandra and make everyone else work that bit harder, 
with a 1,000 euro bonus as a sweetener. After learning that her co-workers 
will vote to decide her fate on Monday morning, Sandra races against time 
over the course of the weekend to convince each of her fellow employees 
to sacrifice their much-needed bonuses so she can keep her job. With each 
encounter, Sandra is brought into a different world with unexpected results. 
Winner of 2014 Sydney Film Prize.           

Drama 95 mins Belgium Italy France (2014)

This first feature film written and directed by the Australian actress Jennifer 
Kent, is a monster movie in which the monster is both internally and externally 
real at every moment. Six years after the violent death of her husband, Amelia 
(Essie Davis) is at a loss. She struggles to discipline her ‘out of control’ 6 
year-old, Samuel (Noah Wiseman). The Babadook first makes his appearance 
in a children’s pop-up book, Mister Babadook, that Amelia comes across on 
Samuel’s shelf one night. But when Amelia and Sam snuggle in bed to read the 
book together, the rhymed text they find, is macabre and taunting, ending on a 
promise that if and when the reader ever happens upon the titular bogeyman 
“You’ll wish you were dead”. It shared top honours at this year’s Australia 
Academy Cinema Television Arts (AACTA) awards. 

Horror 94 mins Australia (2014)
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Directed by Lukas Moodysson We Are The Best! is an adaptation of his wife 
Coco’s graphic novel about three young misfits growing up in early ‘80s 
Stockholm. Pixieish, mohawk-sporting Klara and her best friend Bobo are 
13-year-old rebels looking for a cause. Despite having no instruments or 
discernible musical talent, the two put all their energy into forming an all-girl 
punk band, recruiting their shy, classical guitar-playing schoolmate Hedvig as 
the third wheel. With tender affection for his young characters and the period 
in which his film is set, Moodysson paints an ebullient and sharply observant 
portrait of DIY spirit and growing up differently.              

Drama 102 mins Sweden/Denmark (2013)
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Middle-aged unmarried loner Nihat works in a hospital canteen. When young 
colleague Ayşe  invites him to her house for dinner, he accepts despite 
rumours that her husband Necip is in jail for a serious offence. When Nihat 
sees a wedding photograph, he notices that Ayşe’s imprisoned husband looks 
uncannily like him. The awkward relationship that ensues changes Nihat’s 
life more profoundly than he could ever have foreseen. Or so it seems...              
A minimalist, deadpan take on Alfred Hitchcock’s Vertigo.           

129 min Turkey (2014)

 Drama 100 mins Australia (2014)

Thomas (Matt Noble) loses his daughter in a hit and run accident while camping 
in the forest. The logging truck driver, Luke (Daniel Henshall), is sent to jail 
for five years, but in the eyes of Thomas, justice has not been served. During 
those five years, Thomas carefully plots his revenge by going undercover at the 
forestry company where Luke used to work...  
A stunning debut by Australian director Kasimir Burgess, Fell is an entrancing 
and enigmatic drama – a dreamlike, visually resplendent tale of nature, 
revenge and redemption. The forest, with its beautiful tall trees, is as important 
a character, seemingly exerting a strange power over the men. Fell marks the 
emergence of a distinctive new voice on the Australian film scene.   

- - -

Drama 118 mins Sweden (2014)

Gillian Armstrong directed this adaptation of Peter Carey’s 1988 Booker 
Prize-winning novel. In a lengthy flashback, Oscar Hopkins’ great 
grandson (Geoffrey Rush) narrates the family history that led to his birth. 
The lives of his grandparents (Ralph Fiennes and Cate Blanchett), two 
19th century eccentrics driven by faith and temptation, form a love story of 
enchantment and wicked wit. Gorgeously photographed by Geoffrey 
Simpson (Shine), it offers a steady supply of visual surprises within 
compositions suitable for framing. 

Romantic Drama 132 min Australia (1997) 

The winner of the Golden Bear at last year’s Berlin International Film Festival is 
a stylish film noir set in industrial northern China. An ex cop and his ex partner 
decide to follow up an investigation of a series of murders that ended their 
careers and shamed them, when identical murders begin again. In line with noir’s 
great tradition of high-heeled intrigue, everything that goes wrong is somehow 
linked to a woman – the central force around which a tangled universe of crimes 
and secrets orbit.     

Drama 18+ 106 mins China (2014)

Poland 1962. Anna is a beautiful eighteen year old woman, preparing to become 
a nun at the convent where she has lived since orphaned as a child. Her Mother 
Superior orders her to visit her aunt in Lodz before she takes orders. Her aunt, 
she learns is not only a former hardline Communist state prosecutor, but also a 
Jew. Together, the two women embark on a voyage of discovery of each other 
and their past. Theirs is a journey into the heart of Poland’s church and state, 
into its Catholicism and anti-Semitism.

Drama 82 mins Poland (2013)

When John Maloof bought an unmarked box of undeveloped negatives back in 
2007, he had no idea that he had just stumbled upon one of the 20th century’s 
most important treasure troves of street photography and self-portraiture. 
The photographer, Vivian Maier, a secretive and eccentric nanny, took tens of 
thousands of photos of everyday Chicago and showed them to no one. Finding 
Vivian Maier follows Maloof as he embarks on a quest to reveal the woman 
behind the Rolleiflex camera. Part retrospective, part detective story, it is a 
touching portrait of a woman haunted by her past.                

Documentary 83 mins USA  (2013)

A tense, gripping thriller about betrayal, suspected and real, in the Occupied 
Territories. Omar is a Palestinian baker who routinely climbs over the separation 
wall to meet up with his girl Nadja. By night, he’s either a freedom fighter or a 
terrorist (you decide) ready to risk his life to strike at the Israeli military with his 
childhood friends Tarek and Amjad. Arrested after the killing of an Israeli soldier 
and tricked into an admission of guilt by association, he agrees to work as an 
informant. So begins a dangerous game - is he playing his Israeli handler or will 
he really betray his cause?

 Drama 91 min Palestine (2013)

Directed by Robert Altman, starring Warren Beatty and Julie Christie with a 
soundtrack by Leonard Cohen. Robert Altman’s film is a western quite unlike 
any other. It has in fact been described as an anti-western. Gone are the heroic, 
alpha-male and defenseless female archetypes, the numerous and gratuitous 
gunfights and the proud American spirit. In their stead is a quiet, moody and 
subtle depiction of frontier life on the cusp of a changing America. The film 
effectively debunks the myth of America’s ‘old west’ and presents characters 
and situations that are nuanced and resonant; men who are weak, women who 
are guarded, violence that is random and senseless, and pillars of American 
society that are corrupt. 

Western (R) 121 mins USA (1971)

Plot? Here’s what you need to know: An unnamed woman (Scarlett Johansson) 
with alluring menace, cruises the streets of Scotland in a cargo van looking for 
men. She’s not the usual femme fatale. She’s an alien, and what she does to 
these guys, well, that’s for you to find out. 
He obsessed over how the world might really look to alien eyes. “I liked having it in 
my head. Finding the logic, the images. It’s like learning an alphabet, then a language, 
then writing in it, then trying to write poetry in it.”. For life to feel real, he decided, 
they needed real life. Extras shouldn’t just be non-professional actors, but people 
who didn’t even know they were being filmed, caught on hidden cameras when 
Johansson pulled up at the roadsides of Glasgow with Director Joe Glazer.      

Science Fiction 
Thriller (R) 108 mins Britain (2013)

The director is Benedikt Erlingsson, an actor-turned-film-maker who performed 
in Lars von Trier’s Gervaisesque comedy The Boss Of It All. He brings 
something of Von Trier’s deadpan humour to this film. The original Icelandic 
title is Hross í oss, that is ‘Horse in Us’.A collection of interlocking fables about 
a group of rural Icelanders’ relationships with their horses and each other, 
and which run the gamut from stony-black comedies of sex and death to chilly 
meditations on the blind cruelty of fate. Almost everything happens in the great 
Icelandic outdoors: a colossal and wildly beautiful valley plain that is like a giant 
natural stage. The human inhabitants are smallholders and horse breeders who 
take a certain curtain-twitching interest in each other’s business.

Noir Equine  
Comedy 85 mins Iceland  (2013)

Imagine being able to watch as Edison turned on the first light bulb. For the 
first time, a film gives audiences a front row seat to a significant and inspiring 
scientific breakthrough as it happens. Particle Fever follows six brilliant scientists 
during the launch of the Large Hadron Collider, marking the start of the biggest 
and most expensive experiment in the history of the planet. As they seek to 
unravel the mysteries of the universe 10,000 scientists from over 100 countries 
joined forces in pursuit of a single goal: to recreate conditions that existed just 
moments after the Big Bang and find the Higgs boson, potentially explaining the 
origin of all matter. But our heroes confront an even bigger challenge: have we 
reached our limit in understanding what exists?

Documentary 99 mins USA (2013)

The setting is the Georgian capital of Tbilisi in 1992, just after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union and with growing regional conflicts in the background as bread 
queues turn into riots and the electricity supply flickers. But for Eka and Natia, 
inseparable 14 year-old friends, life just unfolds: in the street, at school, with 
friends or elder sisters who are already dealing with men’s dominance, early 
marriage and disillusioned love. For these two girls in bloom life just goes on...             

Drama 102 mins Georgia (2013)

Directed by David Cronenberg and starring Julianne Moore, Mia Wasikowska, 
Robert Pattinson, John Cusack.  
Those who can’t remember the past are condemned to repeat it - but perhaps 
in Hollywood, those who can are doomed to remake it. Maps to the Stars is 
a grotesque ghost story about the selective memory of the movies... the way 
yesterday’s famous faces remain frozen on celluloid forever, young, pure and 
perfect, while their descendants, in a vain attempt to join them, can go tumbling into 
madness and irrelevance. The script was written by the novelist Bruce Wagner, and 
is based on his own experiences driving a limousine in Beverly Hills in the 70’s. 

Satire (R) Canada/USA (2014) 
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F I N D I N G  V I V I A N  M A I E R 26 Apr PA RT I C L E  F E V E R 21 Jun

S H O RT  F I L M S  &  S T U D E N T  F I L M S 24 May F R E N C H  F I L M  F R I DAY 17 Jul

O M A R 17 May I ’ M  N OT  H I M 12 Jul

W E  A R E  T H E  B E S T ! 10 May I N  B L O O M 05 Jul

F E L L 03 May M A P S  TO  T H E  S TA R S 28 JunF R E N C H  F I L M  F R I DAY 20 Mar

O S C A R  A N D  L U C I N DA 22 Mar

F O R C E  M A J E U R E 29 Mar

N O  F I L M 05 Apr

I DA 12 Apr U N D E R  T H E  S K I N 31 May

Newcastle Film Society presents an international program of 
recent films, documentaries and classics.

The committee has created more value for its members by 
including the following events in this year’s season.
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M E M B E R S H I P

+5 FRENCH 
FRIDAY 
FILMS
6.30 French mini market 
7.30 screening

ALL FILMS SCREENED ON A SUNDAY NIGHT 
7.30 PM IN THEATRE ONE

at Tower Cinemas | King Street, Newcastle  

Admission to these events will only be available to NFS financial members. 
Tickets will not be sold at the door and are not transferable. The committee 
reserves the right to alter the program if necessary. Membership is strictly 
limited. Post your application for membership ASAP to avoid disappointment.

W E  L O O K  F O R WA R D  T O  S E E I N G  Y O U  T H I S  Y E A R !

+2 WINE, 
CHEESE & MUSIC 

NIGHTS

+1  DOUBLE 

PASS
film ticket
Regal Cinema 
film of your choice

+30 
NFS 
FILMS

22 Mar | 18 Oct

112 mins

Drama

A critical favorite and word-of-mouth sensation at 2014’s Cannes Festival, 
where it took the Jury Prize in Un Certain Regard. This wickedly funny 
and precisely observed psychodrama tells the story of a model Swedish 
family (handsome businessman Tomas, his willowy wife Ebba and their two 
blond, pre-teen children) on a skiing holiday in the French Alps. The sun is 
shining and the slopes are spectacular but, during lunch at a mountainside 
restaurant, an avalanche turns everything upside down...  
Directed by Ruben Ostlund.

THE FILM SOCIETY COMMITTEE WISHES ALL 
ITS MEMBERS A HAPPY EASTER FILLED 

WITH PEACE, JOY, HEALTH AND PLENTY OF 
COLOURFUL EASTER EGGS.

This night we screen 3 Short 
Films by three of the top students 
who were awarded the Margaret 
Goumas Awards.

Also accompanying these films is a 
excellent section of short local and 
international films which have been 
selected by Annette Hubber  
- Manager - Screen Hunter.


