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Elena
ORIGIn Russia  〉  DURATIOn 109 mins  〉  RATInG M  〉  DIR. Andrey Zvyagintsev

CAST Nadezhda Markina, Andrey Smirnov

RELEASE DATE June 21, 2012

Middle-aged couple Elena (Nadezhda Markina) and 
Vladimir (Andrey Smirnov), come from different walks 
of society. He is a well-off businessman; she is a former 
medical worker, now a housewife. Having met late in life, 
each has children from previous marriages. Elena’s son is 
unemployed and constantly asking for money. Vladimir’s 
daughter is a careless young woman whose contact with 
her father is irregular and strained. Their worlds rupture 
when a heart attack puts Vladimir in hospital and he makes 
a significant decision: his daughter will be the only heiress 
of his wealth. The shy and submissive Elena’s hopes of 
helping her son and grandchildren secure a better life are 
crushed, triggering a desperate plan...

With ELENA, Zvyagintsev conjures a riveting and 
uncompromising vision of a Russia in moral disarray, and 
a masterful insight into human nature.

Features a stirring score composed by Philip Glass.

The winner of the Un Certain Regard Special Jury Prize at Cannes 2011, the new film from 
Russian maestro Andrey Zvyagintsev (The Return) is a taut and engrossing morality tale of 
loyalties, familial ties and a coveted inheritance.

WINNER  Special Jury Prize, Cannes International Film Festival 2011, Un Certain Regard
OFFICIAL SELECTION Sundance Film Festival 2012, International Spotlight



Beauty
ORIGIn South Africa  〉  DURATIOn 104 mins  〉  RATInG R18+  〉  DIR. Oliver Hermanus

CAST Deon Lotz, Charlie Keegan

RELEASE DATE August 2, 2012

François van Heerden (Deon Lotz) is a successful family 
man in his mid-40s who lives in Bloemfontein, South 
Africa. He runs his own timber company, is the father of 
two daughters and is a devoted husband, but beneath 
the veneer of this seemingly faultless Afrikaner is a nest 
of internal conflict. Over the years he has managed 
to suppress care or concern for his own measure of 
fulfillment, and is wholly unprepared when a chance 
encounter unravels his clean, controlled life. The trigger 
is Christian (Charlie Keegan): the self-possessed 23-year-
old son of a long lost friend, and the personification of a 
handsome young man in the prime of his life. His arrival 
throws François into flux, and instantly sets him on a 

desperate attempt at taking from the world that which he 
has always secretly wanted: happiness. 

Directed and co-written by rising talent Oliver Hermanus, 
this electrifying drama is an illuminating and indelible 
study in obsession and self-destruction, and a cinema 
experience you’ll not easily forget.

The first Afrikaans-language film to ever screen at Cannes (where it was awarded the Queer 
Palm), BEAUTY is a stunningly controlled, powerful story of a middle-aged man in turmoil.

OFFICIAL SELECTION Cannes International Film Festival 2011, Un Certain Regard
OFFICIAL SUBMISSION (SOUTH AFRICA) Academy Awards 2012 - Best Foreign Language Film



Monsieur Lazhar
ORIGIn Canada  〉  DURATIOn 94 mins  〉  RATInG CTC  〉  DIR. Philippe Falardeau

CAST Fellag, Sophie Nélisse, Émilien Néron, Danielle Proulx, Brigitte Poupart

RELEASE DATE September 6, 2012

The story is set in Montreal, where the beloved teacher of 
a Year 6 class has abruptly passed away. Having learned 
of the incident in the newspaper, Bachir Lazhar (Fellag), 
a 55 year-old Algerian immigrant, makes his way to the 
school and offers his services as a substitute teacher. 
He’s in the right place at the right time, and is quickly 
hired to fill in.

The substantial cultural gap between Lazhar and his new 
class is immediately apparent, but little by little, Lazhar 
comes to understand this motley but endearing group, 
among whom are Alice (Sophie Nélisse) and Simon 
(Émilien Néron), two charismatic pupils particularly 
affected by their teacher’s passing. Yet while the class 
begins to heal, nobody in the school is aware of Lazhar’s 

painful past; nor do they suspect that his own place in the 
world is in jeopardy.

Adapting an award-winning play by Évelyne de la 
Chenelière, acclaimed Québécois writer-director Philippe 
Falardeau has crafted an indelible and universal story 
of compassion that earns every one of its extraordinary 
moments through insight, empathy and eloquence.

Winner of the Audience Prize & the Variety Piazze Grande 
award at the 2011 Locarno Film Festival and the 2011 
Toronto International Film Festival’s award for best local 
film, MONSIEUR LAZHAR was selected as Canada’s official 
submission for Best Foreign Language Film for the 2012 
Academy Awards.

The acclaimed new film from the producers of award winning Incendies, MONSIEUR LAZHAR 
is a profoundly moving story about a group of young schoolchildren coming to terms with the 
adult world well before their time, and the inspirational educator who transforms their lives.

 NOMINEE Academy Awards 2012, Best Foreign Language Film
WINNER Sydney Film Festival 2012, Audience Prize



The Giants
ORIGIn Belgium   〉  DURATIOn 84 mins  〉  RATInG M  〉  DIR. Bouli Lanners

CAST Zacharie Chasseriaud, Martin Nissen, Paul Bartel

RELEASE DATE November 1, 2012

It’s summertime. Brothers Seth (16) and Zac (“13 and three 
quarters”) have again been left to fend for themselves by 
their neglectful single mother at the family’s cottage in 
the verdant and isolated Luxembourg countryside. Just 
like every holiday before, they’ve resigned themselves to 
another mundane summer, but things shift dramatically 
after they strike up a friendship with local kid Danny, and 
the most perilous – and greatest – journey of their lives 
begins. Together, as the boys scavenge for food, steal 
their grandfather’s car and pursue harebrained schemes 
to make money, they find their bravado repeatedly 
punctured by the rigours of an adult world they cannot 
comprehend. 

Stunningly shot with an almost Malick-esque appreciation 
for the magic of nature, and filled with bittersweet humour 
and a feel for the rhythms of working class life, THE GIANTS 
is an extraordinary ode to the idleness, adventures and 
fears of youth.

The irrepressible Bouli Lanners’ multi award-winning and hilarious new film takes its cues 
from Mark Twain, in exploring the uncharted and misunderstood world of adolescence.

WINNER Cannes International Film Festival 2011, Directors’ Fortnight
OFFICIAL SELECTION London International Film Festival 2011



Paris-Manhattan
ORIGIn France  〉  DURATIOn 80 mins  〉  RATInG PG  〉  DIR. Sophie Lellouche

CAST Alice Taglioni, Patrick Bruel, Woody Allen

RELEASE DATE December 13, 2012

Dreamy pharmacist Alice (The Valet’s Alice Taglioni) is 
totally obsessed with the works of Mr. Allen. She surrounds 
herself with images of him, continually quotes lines 
from his films and even prescribes her customers DVDs 
of his movies to help alleviate their ailments; it’s little 
wonder she’s still single in her thirties! Alice’s increasingly 
concerned family hopes to cure her fixation by setting her 
up with a handsome French gentleman (Patrick Bruel), 
but even he quickly realises that he’s no match for the 
man of her dreams...

Playfully poking fun at France’s ongoing love affair with the 
acclaimed New York auteur, PARIS-MANHATTAN features 
a slew of the great one-liners, and is a fun and brazenly 
nostalgic comedy for anyone ever bitten by the Woody 
bug, or the City of Lights.

The eternal wisdom of Woody Allen informs PARIS-MANHATTAN, debut writer/director Sophie 
Lellouche’s breezy romantic comedy about a young woman whose choices in life and love are 
shaped by the philosophies of her favourite filmmaker.

FRENCH THEATRICAL RELEASE July 2012



Beloved
ORIGIn France  〉  DURATIOn 135 mins  〉  RATInG MA15+  〉  DIR. Christophe Honoré

CAST Catherine Deneuve, Chiara Mastroianni, Louis Garrel, Ludivine Sagnier, Milos Forman

RELEASE DATE tbc

In Paris, 1964, carefree young Madeleine (Swimming 
Pool’s Ludivine Sagnier) steals a gorgeous pair of Roger 
Viviers from the shoe store where she works, and whilst 
wearing her sexy spike heels is mistaken for a prostitute 
— an error that signals the next direction her life will 
take. But there’s a further radical turn when she falls for 
and marries a suave Czech doctor Jaromil (Rasha Bukvic), 
leaving Paris for Prague – and then his infidelities and the 
arrival of Russian tanks in the city in 1968 lead her back 
home. 

Thirty years later we follow the romance of Madeleine’s 
daughter, Vera (Mastroianni), a lovely but reckless young 
woman whose romantic life seems no simpler than that of 
her mother. She has a thorny relationship sometime-lover 

Clément (Louis Garrel) but on a trip to London falls for 
an American, Henderson (Paul Schneider), a man who’ll 
prove incapable of devoting himself to her. Meanwhile in 
Paris, a re-married Madeleine (Deneuve) has rekindled her 
love affair with Jaromil (now played by Milos Forman)…

Performed with relish by one of the most glittering casts 
assembled in recent French cinema, BELOVED conveys 
its emotional highs and lows through a mix of songs that 
mine the passion and despair of unrequited, mismatched 
and unconsumated desire. Influenced by Jacques Demy 
but with a contemporary style all his own, Honoré has 
made a film of many delights, not least of which is the 
sight of Deneuve’s character strolling through Paris, 
singing through tears and revisiting her reckless youth.

Toplined by Catherine Deneuve and her real-life daughter Chiara Mastroianni, this exquisitely 
romantic musical-drama from writer/director Christophe Honoré (Love Songs, Inside Paris) 
spans over four decades as it follows a mother and daughter’s twin misadventures in love.

OFFICIAL SELECTION Cannes International Film Festival 2011, Closing Film
OFFICIAL SELECTION Toronto International Film Festival 2011, Gala



Against the Wind
ORIGIn France  〉  DURATIOn 90 mins  〉  RATInG M  〉  DIR. Jalil Lespert

CAST Benoit Magimel, Isabelle Carré, Bouli Lanners, Audrey Tautou

RELEASE DATE tbc

One morning, Sarah (Audrey Tautou) vanishes, leaving her 
husband Paul (Little White Lies’ Benoit Magimel) and their 
young son and daughter reeling, without a word as to her 
whereabouts or a clue about when she will return. As time 
passes, Paul anxiously but tenderly tries to sustain some 
sense of normalcy and after a year, in an attempt to start 
over, he reluctantly returns to his coastal home town. 
There, he takes a job as a driving instructor, reunites with 
his estranged brother and befriends a local police officer 
(Isabelle Carré). But still he dreams of Sarah, refusing to 
let go.

Why did she leave, and will she return?

Based on a best-selling novel by Olivier Adam (the co-
writer of Philippe Lioret’s Welcome), AGAINST THE WIND 
is a deeply moving family drama with immense depth and 
heart.

From gifted actor-turned-director Jalil Lespert, AGAINST THE WIND is a radiant, emotional 
and superbly realised story of one father’s challenge to keep his family together.



Elles
ORIGIn France  〉  DURATIOn 96 mins  〉  RATInG R18+  〉  DIR. Malgoska Szumowska

CAST Juliette Binoche, Joanna Kulig, Anais Demoustier

RELEASE DATE tbc

Mother of two Anne (Binoche), a journalist for French 
Elle, leads a perfectly bourgeois life in Paris, juggling 
family, work and leisure. Her research for an article on 
student prostitution cracks this serenity, as she meets 
Alicja (Joanna Kulig), a Polish student whose persona 
is as troubling as it is seductive, and Charlotte (Anaïs 
Demoustier), a somewhat reserved French woman who 
seems to exercise her trade as part of a bitter social 
struggle. 

Little by little, the stories of the two young women emerge. 
Where Anne expected to find poverty and distress, she 
instead discovers a silent determination, and is forced 
to question her most intimate convictions about money, 
family and sex.

Recently premiering at the 2011 Toronto Film Festival, this likely-to-be-controversial drama 
stars Academy Award®-winner Juliette Binoche as a journalist whose personal life choices 
are put to the test when she uncovers some uncomfortable home truths.

OPENING NIGHT FILM Berlin International Film Festival 2012, Panorama
OFFICIAL SELECTION Toronto International Film Festival 2011, Special Screening



The Loneliest Planet
ORIGIn USA  〉  DURATIOn 113 mins  〉  RATInG CTC  〉  DIR. Julia Loktev

CAST Gael García Bernal, Hani Furstenberg

RELEASE DATE tbc

Alex (Gael García Bernal, The Motorcycle Diaries) and 
Nica (Hani Furstenberg), a few months away from their 
wedding, are backpacking through Eastern Europe. 
Habitual and adventurous travellers, they get by with 
friendly smiles and a smattering of the local languages. 

Upon arriving in Georgia, the pair hires a guide to lead 
them on a camping trek, and the three set off into the 
lush wilderness.  Walking for hours, they trade anecdotes 
and play word games to pass the time, or simply allow 
the vast surroundings to envelop them, until a split-
second decision triggers a series of events that threatens 
everything the couple believes about themselves, and 
each other…

Exploring the relationship between travelers and the 
landscapes they navigate, between the guide and guided, 
THE LONELIEST PLANET is a powerfully evocative and 
thought-provoking allegory of love, betrayal and the 
ambiguities of forgiveness.

Set against the breathtaking backdrop of Georgia’s Caucasus Mountains, the award-winning 
new drama from rising talent Julia Loktev (Day Night Day Night) tells the story of a young couple 
on the journey of a lifetime, and an incident that irrevocably transforms their relationship.

WINNER AFI Festival 2011, Grand Jury Prize
OFFICIAL SELECTION Toronto International Film Festival 2011



Tabu
ORIGIn Portugal  〉  DURATIOn 114 mins  〉  RATInG CTC  〉  DIR. Miguel Gomes

CAST Teresa Madruga, Laura Soveral, Ana Moreira, Carloto Cotta

RELEASE DATE tbc

In part one, ‘Paradise Lost’, we follow the seemingly 
ordinary daily life of a devout Lisbon woman, Pilar (Teresa 
Madruga) and her attempts to support and console her 
extravagant and bitter neighbor Aurora (Laura Soveral), 
who spends her day gambling at the local casino and 
whose grip on reality is clearly becoming tenuous; she’s 
convinced her stoic maid Santa is secretly practicing 
voodoo spells against her.

When Aurora’s health takes a turn, a stranger is 
summoned to her deathbed and it gradually transpires 
this man is Gian Luca, the love of her life from the distant 
past. His confession to Pilar of their doomed youthful 
affair forms the basis of the film’s second extraordinary 
chapter, ‘Paradise’, set 50 years prior at an African farm 

in the foothills of Mount Tabu…

Playfully interpreting and rearranging history, Gomes’ 
film is somehow both technically and narratively 
subversive and yet inescapably romantic, in no small way 
thanks to the sensuous black and white cinematography 
and incredible score and sound design. Where part one 
portrays a society wallowing in nostalgia, the second 
propels a dramatic shift in tone and emotional power, 
delivering everything the characters – and we – may 
dream of, and live for.

A love story told in two very unique parts, TABU is a film unlike anything you’ve ever seen. 
Deftly moving between contemporary Portugal, colonial Africa and the landscape of dreams, 
Miguel Gomes conjures an enthralling story of obsession, memory and forbidden romance.

WINNER Berlin Festival 2011, FIPRESCI Jury Prize & Alfred Baeur Prize for Artistic Innovation



Caesar Must Die
ORIGIn Italy  〉  DURATIOn 76 mins  〉  RATInG CTC  〉  DIR. Paolo and Vittorio Taviani

CAST Cosimo Rega, Salvatore Striano, Giovanni Arcuri

RELEASE DATE tbc

The film opens at a packed theatre for the night of a 
premiere. At the play’s conclusion, the performers are 
rewarded with rapturous applause from the audience. 
But when the lights go out; the actors leave the stage 
and return to their cells – Caesar, Brutus and the others. 
They are all inmates of Rebibbia, a maximum-security 
jail on the outskirts of Rome, and many are serving life 
sentences for murder or mafia-linked crimes. 

A unique blend of narrative and documentary (whilst 
the film is fully scripted, all the inmates elect to use 
their real names and recite their own stories when they 

are introduced at rehearsals), CAESAR MUST DIE takes 
audiences behind prison walls to explore the porous 
boundaries between performance and life. Alternatively 
fierce and introspective, CAESAR MUST DIE explores 
the transformative power of art even under the most 
seemingly impossible of circumstances.

The captivating new drama from legendary Italian auteurs Paolo & Vittorio Taviani (Padre 
Padonre, Night of the Shooting Stars) follows real-life prison inmates as they rehearse for a 
performance of Shakespeare’s classic story of honour and power, Julius Caesar.

WINNER Berlin Festival 2012, Golden Bear & Prize of the Ecumenical Jury
WINNER David di Donatello Awards 2012, Best Film, Director, Producer, Editing, Sound



Sister
ORIGIn France, Switzerland  〉  DURATIOn 97 mins  〉  RATInG CTC  〉  DIR. Ursula Meier

CAST Léa Seydoux, Kacey Mottet Klein, Gillian Anderson, Martin Compston

RELEASE DATE tbc

12-year-old Simon (Kacey Mottet Klein) lives in a 
ramshackle apartment in an industrial valley at the base 
of the Swiss Alps with his restless older sister Louise (Léa 
Seydoux). Every day Simon takes the cable car up to the 
opulent ski resorts above, stealing equipment from the 
rich tourists to resell to the local kids back down below. 
Meanwhile Louise drifts through an aimless life of dead-
end jobs and promiscuity, sometimes disappearing 
for days on end; her relationship with Simon hovers 
precariously between tenderness and resentment.

As Louise becomes more and more dependent on his 
meagre earnings, Simon ups the stakes by ingratiating 
himself with a wealthy tourist (Gillian Anderson) and her 
family, and - even more dangerously - by partnering with 

a crooked British seasonal worker (Martin Compston). 
But this newfound ‘wealth’ does not transform his life 
in the way he imagined, and his fragile relationship 
with Louise fractures into dangerous new territory, with 
unimaginable repercussions.

Against the striking canvas of the Alps (expertly captured 
by cinematographer Agnes Godard) and with a haunting 
score by PJ Harvey collaborator John Parish, Meier 
adroitly explores the intimacy of two lost souls, both 
struggling with unique forms of self-deceit, but also an 
unquenchable thirst for love.

Winner of the Silver Bear at the 2012 Berlin Film Festival, writer/director Ursula Meier’s SISTER 
is a deeply affecting humanist drama of two siblings struggling to find a place in the world, 
and their determination to maintain self-sufficiency, no matter the cost.

WINNER Berlin Festival 2012, Silver Bear
FINALIST Lux Cinema Prize 2012



Something in the Air
ORIGIn France  〉  DURATIOn 122 mins  〉  RATInG CTC  〉  DIR. Olivier Assayas

CAST Clément Metayer, Lola Créton

RELEASE DATE tbc

Set in the early 1970s, Gilles (newcomer Clément 
Metayer) is a high school student in Paris, swept up in the 
political fever of the time. Yet his real dream is to paint 
and make films, something that his friends and even his 
girlfriend (Goodbye, First Love’s Lola Créton) cannot 
understand. For them, politics is everything: the social 
struggle all-consuming. But Gilles gradually becomes 
more comfortable with his life choices and learns to feel 
at ease in this new society.

SOMETHING IN THE AIR was filmed in France, Italy and 
the UK, and promises a sweeping and evocative story 
of what it was like to come of age in Europe in the 
seventies.

Celebrated French auteur Olivier Assayas follows up the acclaimed Summer Hours and Carlos 
with yet another shift in genre with SOMETHING IN THE AIR, a loosely autobiographical drama 
of social change and the political and artistic awakening of a group of young teenagers.

OFFICIAL SELECTION Venice International Film Festival 2012


