
Newcastle Film Society presents 
an international program of recent 
films, documentaries and classics

30 films for $65!
Please note that because we are a private 

subscription society, admission will be 
available only to subscribers

Tickets will not be sold at the 
door and are not transferable.

 Membership is limited. 
Post your membership application today.

Cheque, money order or Direct Deposit ONLY 

The society reserves the right to alter the 
program if necessary.

Don’t be dilatory and disappointed – post your 
membership application TODAY!

15 April    

 Submarine  (UK 2011)

A coming of age comedy from first-time feature director Richard Ayoade (star of TV’s 
The IT Crowd), and based on a successful book by Joe Dunthorne.  Set in Swansea, 
Wales, in the 80’s, it’s the story of 15-year-old Oliver Tate (Craig Roberts) who has two 
objectives: to lose his virginity before his next birthday, and to extinguish the flame 
between his mother (Sally Hawkins) and an ex-lover who has resurfaced in her life. 
Also features Noah Taylor as Oliver’s father. Won best screenplay for Ayoade at the 
British Independent Film Awards.
“. . . eccentric, wry, gorgeous . . .” (At the Movies)

97 mins.

3 June   
Norwegian Wood  

(Noruwei No Mori) (Japan 2010)

“I once had a girl, or should I say, she once had me.”  Toru Watanabe’s (Kenichi 
Matsuyama) remembers back to his life in the 1960s. At heart, he is deeply devoted to 
his first love, Naoko (Rinko Kikuchi), a beautiful, introverted young woman. But their 
complex bond has been forged by the tragic death at 17 of Kizuki (Kengo Kora), her 
boyfriend and his best friend. When he meets Midori (Kiko Muzuhara), he is intrigued 
and infatuated by this girl who is everything that Naoko is not – outgoing, vivacious, 
self-confident. With the damaged Naoko living reclusively in a country retreat under 
Reiko’s (Reika Kirishima) gentle care, Watanabe ‘commutes’ between the two, unable 
to choose – until fate intervenes. Based on the novel by Haruki Murakami. Written 
and directed by Tran Anh Hung.  
133 mins.

22 April    
 Cave of Forgotten Dreams (Germany 2010)

Cave of Forgotten Dreams follows an exclusive expedition by Werner Herzog into 
the nearly inaccessible Chauvet Cave (named after the Frenchman who discovered 
them) in Southern France, home to the most ancient visual art known to have been 
created by man, which were discovered in 1994. We come face to face with hundreds 
of astonishingly realistic drawings of horses, rhinos, cattle and ice-age lions, which 
come alive in the torchlight as we learn more about Paleolithic art and its creators. It’s 
an unforgettable cinematic experience that provides a unique glimpse of the pristine 
artwork dating back to human hands over 32,000 years ago - almost twice as old as 
any previously discovery.
 “. . . astonishing . . . one of Herzog’s most memorable films.” (MovieTime, ABC Radio 
National)  
 
 90 mins.

10 June                                         
The Last Trapper

(Le Dernier Trappeur)  (Canada 2004)

French documentary director Nicolas Vanier spent a year with Canadian trapper 
Norman Winther. Shot in the Yukon under extreme conditions, the docu-drama 
follows the daily life of Norman Winther, one of the last traditional trappers. He 
and his Nahanni Indian wife, Nebaska (May Loo) live in harmony with nature in the 
midst of the magnificent Rocky Mountains, with no concern for the needs created 
by modern society. In capturing their vanishing way of life, the film encourages us 
to think about how global warming and deforestation are threatening the future of 
our planet. The Last Trapper is part documentary and partly constructed narrative. 
“Wonderful landscapes, incredible views of that part of our earth I didn’t know could 
be so beautiful, in themselves entirely make the movie worthy.”  IMDB   
94 mins

29 April   
The First Grader  (Kenya 2010)

The true story of an 84 year-old Kenyan villager and ex Mau Mau freedom fighter 
Maruge (Oliver Litondo), who fights for his right to go to school for the first time to get 
the education he could never afford. Set in a mountain village in Kenya, the film tells the 
remarkable and uplifting story of Maruge, who is determined to seize his last chance 
to learn to read and write, encouraged by the Kenyan Government’s ‘education for all’ 
campaign in 2003 - and so ends up joining a class alongside six year-olds. Together 
he and his young teacher face fierce resistance, but ultimately they win through - and 
also find a new way of overcoming the burdens of the colonial past.
“Irresistible! . . . An inspiring story about the universal human urge to make our lives 
better.” (indieWIRE)

103 mins

17 June   
 The Double Hour                                                                                                                      

(La Doppia Ora) (Italy 2009)

Guido (Timi), a former cop, is a luckless veteran of the speed-dating scene in 
Turin. But, much to his surprise, he meets Slovenian immigrant Sonia (Rappoport), 
a chambermaid at a high-end hotel. The two hit it off, and a passionate romance 
develops. After they leave the city for a romantic getaway in the country, things 
suddenly take a dark turn. As Sonia’s murky past resurfaces, her reality starts to 
crumble. Everything in her life begins to change – questions arise and answers only 
arrive through a continuous turn of events.

“Noir with a great twist.” (Hollywood Reporter)
Winner: Best Actor, Best Actress & Best Italian Film at the Venice Film Festival, 2009

95 mins.

6 May   
On Tour (Tournée) (France 2010)

Mathieu Amalric, (star of The Diving Bell and the Butterfly), co-writer and director of 
On Tour, plays Joachim, a former Parisian television producer who has left everything 
behind to start a new life in America. He returns home with a team of New Burlesque 
strip-tease performers whom Joachim has fed fantasies of a tour of France. Travelling 
from port to port, the showgirls invent an extravagant fantasy world of warmth and 
hedonism, despite the constant round of impersonal hotels and lack of money. Their 
dream of a tour culminating in a last grand show in Paris goes up in smoke when 
Joachim is betrayed by an old friend. On Tour is a magical and entertaining view of 
old school entertainers trying to find their way in a modern world. 

“On Tour is a hugely enjoyable journey.” (Empire)
111 mins.

24 June
 White Material (France/Cameroon 2009) 

Isabelle Huppert gives an extraordinary performance as Maria Vial, the formidable 
owner of a coffee plantation in a former French colony in Africa. The country is gripped 
by civil war and her terrified workers flee as increasingly violent clashes between 
the army and rebel militia grow ever nearer. As brutal and heavily armed soldiers 
advance, the headstrong Maria stands defiant in the face of impending disaster.
Acclaimed director Claire Denis’ riveting and powerful thriller examines the highly 
charged and controversial legacy of colonialism.

“. . . a brilliantly acted post-colonial tale.” (Salon.com) 

106 mins.

13 May                    
The Waiting City (Australia 2009)

An outwardly happy Australian couple journey to Calcutta to collect their adopted 
baby, but on arrival find that the arrangements have yet to be finalized. Soon, the 
intoxicating mystic power of the Indian city pulls them in separate and unexpected 
directions, and the vulnerability of their marriage begins to reveal itself. Directed and 
written by Claire McCarthy, and starring Radha Mitchell (Finding Neverland) & Joel 
Edgerton (Animal Kingdom), The Waiting City takes us on a journey into relationships 
and into the heart of India.

“. . . compelling and eloquent in its exploration of the human condition. . .” (Urban 
Cinefile)

100 mins.

15 July       
Greenberg (USA 2010)

New Yorker Roger Greenberg (Ben Stiller), a 40-year-old man who has recently 
suffered a nervous breakdown, returns to L.A. to house sit for his successful married 
brother (Chris Messina) and tries to reconnect with his former friends, including 
ex-bandmate Ivan (Rhys Ifans). Greenberg meets his brother’s personal assistant, 
Florence (Greta Gerwig), an aspiring singer and equally lost soul, and begins a halting, 
awkward romance with her. Written and directed by Noah Baumbach (The Squid and 
the Whale), and also starring Jennifer Jason Leigh, his partner and co-story writer.

“. . . darkly comic . . .” (Rolling Stone)   
  
 
107 mins.

25 March 
Arsenic and Old Lace (USA 1944)

We bookend the 2012 season with Cary Grant classics – we hope you’re a fan!

We begin with Arsenic and Old Lace, in which a drama critic, Mortimer (Cary Grant) 
learns on his wedding day to Elaine Harper (Priscilla Lane), that his beloved maiden 
aunts are homicidal maniacs, and that: “insanity runs in his family, it practically 
gallops.” This is director Frank Capra’s spin on the classic Joseph Kesselring 
stage comedy, which concerns the sweet old Brewster sisters (Josephine Hull, 
Jean Adair). If you enjoy dark comedy, witty dialogue, lots of funny slapstick and 
physical humour, eccentric characters, and quite a few wild plot developments, 
you’ll love this movie.

118 mins.

20 May
Made in Dagenham  (UK 2010)

Base on a true story, Made in Dagenham recounts the landmark 1968 industrial action 
brought by the women of car manufacturer Ford’s upholstery stitching workshop, against 
their employer over inequality in their pay and perceived sexual discrimination. Rallied 
by supervisor Albert (Bob Hoskins) and led by senior-stitcher Rita (Sally Hawkins), 
the diverse but united group of women first bring the American automotive giant to its 
knees and then take their fight for equal-pay to the halls of British parliament, where 
newly-installed minister Barbara Castle (Miranda Richardson) takes up their cause. 
What follows would test the patience of all involved in a grinding labour and political 
struggle that would ultimately advance the cause of women’s rights around the world.

113 mins

22 July
The Illusionist 

(L’illusionniste)  (France 2010)

Based on a screenplay written by the late, great Jacques Tati that was never filmed.  
If you were a fan of Tati (Monsieur Hulot’s Holiday, Mon Oncle) then you’ll appreciate 
the nature of The Illusionist which is almost a homage to Tati.  The story of a dying 
breed of stage entertainer whose thunder is being stolen by a new bred of entertainers. 
Forced to accept increasingly obscure assignments in fringe theaters, garden parties 
and bars, he meets a young fan who changes his life forever.  Nominated for both 
the Oscars and Golden Globes, for best animated film.

“. . . a hand-drawn animated treasure.” (The Guardian)
80 mins.

1 April            
How I Ended This Summer

 (Kak Ya Provel Etim Letom) (Russia 2010)

A polar station on a desolate island in the Arctic Ocean. Sergei (Sergei Puskepalis), 
a seasoned meteorologist, and Pavel (Grigory Dobrygin), a recent college graduate, 
are spending months in complete isolation on the once strategic research 
base. Pavel receives an important radio message and is still trying to find the 
right moment to tell Sergei, when fear, lies and suspicions start poisoning the 
atmosphere. Russian director Alexei Popogrebsky’s film presents us with a starkly 
potent ecological thriller.
“A majestic drama! . . . A terrific exploration of human fragility.” (Variety) 
Winner of the Silver Berlin Bear at the Berlin International Film Festival, 2010
130 min

Wine and Cheese 6:30 – 7:15 

27 May 
The Solitude of Prime Numbers 

(La Solitudine dei Numeri Primi) (Italy 2010)

Mattia and Alice have both had the lives traumatized by horrific childhood incidents. 
They’ve grown up in a society which brings them little joy. They have each other, or so 
it seems. Saverio Costanza directs this eerie tale of uncomfortable adolescence, which 
stems from the multi-million selling book by Paolo Giordano, who also co-wrote the 
script. Starring Alba Rorwacher (I Am Love) – who won Best Actress for this role at the 
Venice Film Festival, Luca Marinelli, and Isabella Rossellini as Luca’s troubled mother.

 “…a moving adaptation . . . with an exemplary cast” (Film.Forward.com)

118 mins

29 July   
  Kandahar 

(Safar e Ghandehar) (Iran 2001)

Iranian director Mohsen Makhmalbaf (Salaam Cinema and Gabbeh) brings us the 
semi-biographical drama of Kandahar. Nafas (Niloufar Pazira), is a reporter who 
was born in Afghanistan, but now lives in Canada. She receives a letter from her 
sister announcing that she’s decided to commit suicide during the final eclipse 
before the dawn of the 21st century.  Desperate to help her sister, Nafas takes the 
dangerous journey to Afghanistan, where she joins a caravan of refugees who, for 
a variety of reasons, are returning to the war-torn nation. As Nafas searches for her 
sister, she soon gets a clear and disturbing portrait of the toll that the war is taking 
on Afghanistan and its people.

“Mohsen successfully merges fiction and fact to produce some astonishing imagery” 
(BBCi – Films) 
85 mins.
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5 August                                                
In A Better World 
(Hævnen) (Sweden 2010)

Anton (Mikael Persbrandt) is a doctor commuting between his provincial home 
in Denmark, and his work at an African refugee camp in Sudan while struggling 
with the possibility of a divorce from his wife Marianne (Trine Dryholm). Their 
older, ten-year-old son Elias (Markus Rygaard) is being bullied at school, until 
Christian (William Johnk Nielsen), comes along, a new boy who has just moved 
from London with his father, Claus (Ulrich Thomsen) following the death of his 
mother. Elias and Christian form a strong bond, but when Christian involves 
Elias in a dangerous act of revenge with potentially tragic consequences, their 
friendship is tested and lives are put in danger.
“A deeply compelling drama about life, love, death and all that comes between 
” (The Film Pilgrim)
Winner of the Oscar & Golden Globe for Best Foreign Language Film, 2011

 118 mins.  

23 September 

Medianera (Argentina 2011)

Modern day relationships and chaotic city life collide to create a charmingly 
unconventional love story in Gustavo Taretto’s debut feature film. Scruffy web-
designer Martín (Javier Drolas) fears the city and barely leaves his tiny Buenos 
Aires flat. In the building across the road lives Mariana (Pilar López De Ayala), 
a frustrated architect who also works as a shop-window dresser. Crowds and 
enclosed spaces terrify her. Although the pair live almost side by side and 
occasionally cross paths, they are oblivious to each other’s existence. While 
they often don’t notice each other, separation might be the very thing that brings 
them together. 
“Medianeras is a wonderful and witty film.” (The Film Pilgrim)

95 mins.
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12 August
 Incendies (Canada 2010)

In contemporary Canada, a mother’s last wishes send twins Jeanne (Mélissa 
Désormeaux-Poulin) and Simon (Maxim Gaudette) on a journey to Middle East 
in search of their tangled roots. As Jeanne goes on her quest with what little 
information she has on hand, she finds a history filled with turmoil. Eventually, 
Simon reluctantly joins her, as they piece together their mother’s, Nawal Marwan 
(Lubna Azawal) past and thus their own history. Adapted from Wajdi Mouawad’s 
acclaimed play, Denis Villeneuve’s Incendies tells the powerful and moving tale 
of two young adults’ voyage to the core of deep-rooted hatred, never-ending 
wars and enduring love.

“Incendies is an unforgettable film and one that will linger somewhere in the 
crevices of the mind.”     (Urban Cinefile)
Nominated for Oscar, Best Foreign Film, 2011

130 mins

30 September
Happy Happy

(Sykt Lykkelig) (Norway 2010)

To Kaja (Agnes Kittelsen), family is the most important thing in the world. She is 
an eternal optimist in spite of living with a man who would rather go hunting with 
the boys, and who refuses to have sex with her. However, when new neighbours 
arrive, she is drawn to their sophistication and is enthused to spend time with 
them. The new neighbours open a new world to Kaja, with consequences for 
everyone involved. And when Christmas comes around, it becomes evident that 
nothing will ever be like before. This dark comedy explores the malleability and 
resilience of adult relationships.

Winner, Grand Jury Prize, Sundance Film Festival, 2011

 85 mins

19 August
 Tulpan (Kazakhstan 2008)

On the steppes of Kazakhstan, a young Russian sailor, Asa (Askhat 
Kuchencherekov) returns to his village where he lives in a yurt with his sister 
Samal (Samal Yeslyamova), brother-in-law Ondas (Ondasyn Besikbasov) and 
their four children. He wishes to secure his future - a flock of sheep. However, 
he can’t get his own flock until he gets married, and there’s an alarming shortage 
of women to wed. So he continually tries to win the hand of the only available 
option, Tulpan, while also helping his brother-in-law with sheep, camels and 
newborn lambs.

“An incredible Kazakh tale . . .” (Chicago Tribune)
Winner, Prix Un Certain Regard Award, Cannes Film Festival, 2008

100 mins

7 October
Project Nim (USA 2011)

From the Oscar-winning team behind Man On Wire comes the story of Nim, the 
chimpanzee who in the 1970s became the focus of a landmark experiment which 
aimed to show that an ape could learn to communicate with language if raised 
and nurtured like a human child. Following Nim’s extraordinary journey through 
human society, and the enduring impact he makes on the people he meets along 
the way, the film is an unflinching and unsentimental biography of an animal we 
tried to make human. What we learn about his true nature – and indeed our own 
– is comic, revealing and profoundly unsettling.
“Gripping, heart-wrenching, powerful and a sad indictment of scientific practice, 
which shows that ‘human’ and ‘humane’ are all-too-often mutually exclusive.” 
(Empire) 
93 mins.
.

26 August
Agora  (Spain 2009)

Written and directed by Alejandro Amenábar (The Sea Inside, The Others), Agora 
is set in Egypt during the 4th century A.D. where it is ruled by the Roman Empire. 
Violent religious upheaval in the streets of Alexandria spills over into the city’s 
famous Library as the recently legitimized Christians surge against the Pagans. 
Trapped inside its walls, the brilliant philosopher, astronomer and atheist Hypatia 
(Rachel Weisz) and her disciples fight to save the wisdom of the Ancient World. 
Among them, the two men competing for her heart: the witty, privileged Orestes 
(Oscar Isaac) who is one of her students and Davus (Max Minghella), Hypatia’s 
young slave, who is torn between his secret love for her and the freedom he 
knows can be his if he chooses to join the unstoppable surge of the Christians. 

127 mins.

14 October 

X (Australia 2011)

The seedy side of life at Kings Cross is explored in Jon Hewitt’s new film X. Holly 
(Viva Bianca) is a high-priced call girl who’s just about to give up the game and 
head for a new life in Paris. Shay (Hanna Mangan Lawrence) is a recently arrived 
kid on the streets who is very new to the oldest profession in the world. Holly has 
one last assignation before she flies out, and she needs a partner. That’s when 
the two link up, with disastrous consequences as they’re trapped on an out-of-
control roller coaster ride, through the twilight zone of sex-for-sale. X is a sizzling 
adults-only thriller about love, chance, and escape, on a night that will change 
their lives forever.

90 mins.

2 September 
A Common Thread
(Brodeuses) (France 2004)

French Director Eleonore Faucher’s, A Common Thread, is the story of a 
relationship that develops from adverse circumstances. Claire (Lola Nymark), 
an unmarried pregnant Seventeen year old schoolgirl, has left her father’s farm 
and works part-time in the local supermarket, but spends all her time indulge in 
her passion – designing intricate embroideries. Clair takes a job with Madame 
Melikian (Ariane Ascaride), an embroiderer for haute couture designers. Madame 
Melikian has her own grief to bear - her only son was recently killed in a motorcycle 
accident involving Guillaume (Thomas Laroppe), the brother of Claire’s best 
friend Lucile (Marie Félix). As the two women sit and embroider together day by 
day, a bond grows between them.
Winner, Critics Week Grand Prize and SACD Screenwriting Award, Cannes 
Film Festival, 2004 
89 mins.

21 October
Father of My Children

 (Le Père de Mes Enfants) (France 2009)

Film producer Grégoire Canvel (Louis-Do de Lencquesaing) is a film producer with 
cash-flow problems threatening his company, with a film in production getting out 
of control but who has the basis of a gorgeous family. On the surface, Grégoire 
seems invincible, maintaining humour and charm as he juggles the never-ending 
demands of his company with his domestic responsibilities. However, he is a man 
being squeezed by the art he loves and the world of finance that is his ultimate 
enemy. Father Of My Children depicts the relentless nature of the film industry 
and the price that’s paid for being in the middle of such a life.

Winner, Un Certain Regard - Special Jury Prize, Cannes Film Festival, 2009 

110 mins

9 September
The Human Resource Manager (Israel 2010)

Following a Tel Aviv suicide bombing, a young female migrant worker is found 
dead, the only ID being a paycheck from a bakery. The HR manager (Mark Ivanir) 
of Israel’s largest industrial bakery sets out to save the reputation of the business 
and prevent the publication of a defamatory article. But complications arise as 
it involves him being out of town – in Romania – when his ex-wife (Reymond 
Amsalem) and daughter (Roni Koren) are expecting him to attend a school outing 
with her. Directed by Eran Riklis (Lemon Tree)
“. . . a touching and ultimately satisfying film . . .” (Urban Cinefile)
Winner of 5 Israeli Academy Awards, 2010

103 mins.

28 October
The Trip (UK 2010) 

When Steve Coogan is asked by The Observer to review fine restaurants 
throughout the Lake District, Lancashire and Yorkshire Dales, he decides on a 
trip mixing work with pleasure around the north, with his food-loving American 
girlfriend, Mischa (Margo Stilley). But when she decides to leave him and return 
to the States, he finds himself without a traveling companion and faces a week 
of meals for one, not quite the trip he had in mind.  Reluctantly, he calls and 
invites his friend and source of perpetual aggravation, Rob Brydon. Never one 
to turn down a free lunch, Rob agrees. The pair re-unite with acclaimed director 
Michael Winterbottom for an acerbically witty, largely improvised ride through 
the English countryside.
107 mins

16 September
 Welcome to the Sticks

(Bienvenue chez les Ch’tis) (France 2008)

Post office manager Philippe Abrams (Kad Merad) and his wife, Julie (Zoe 
Felix) love the comfortable life in Salon-de-Provence in the South of France, 
but when he’s found out trying to cheat his way to a posting to the Riviera, he is 
sent to the dreaded Nord Pas de Calais region, north of Lille for two years. This 
is France’s northernmost region, noted for bad weather, and inhabited by hard-
drinking, unemployed rednecks, speaking an incomprehensible dialect called 
Ch’ti. Leaving behind his wife and son, Philippe soon finds to his surprise that 
he’s adapting well and enjoying his new environment, with local chum Antoine 
(Dany Boon). He’s reluctant to tell the pessimistic Julie, feeding her horror stories 
she’d expect. But then Julie decides to be the tangibly supportive wife and move 
north to be with him! 

Welcome to the Sticks is the most successful French film at the French box office!  

106 mins

4 November
The Philadelphia Story (USA 1940)

We end with another Cary Grant classic . . . We sincerely hope you’ve enjoyed 
the season.
Recently divorced Philadelphia heiress Tracy Lord (Katherine Hepburn) – from the 
charismatic but deeply unreliable playboy Dexter Haven (Cary Grant) – is about 
to tie the knot again. Her next groom, George (John Howard), is the respectable, 
considerate type but frankly a little on the dull side. Nose slightly out of joint and 
ever sceptical, Haven arrives for the classy ceremony with two reporters from 
Spy magazine in tow, Macaulay Connor (James Stewart) and Liz Imbrie (Ruth 
Hussey). Together the trio set out to find a scandal and throw a rather large 
spanner in the society works.   
Winner of 2 Academy Awards – Best Actor (James Stewart) and Best Adapted 
Screenplay (Donald Ogden Stewart), 1941

112 mins

Wine and Cheese 6:30 – 7:15 pm       
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