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France USA (2014)

João Pedro Rodrigues’ The Ornithologist restages the myth of Saint Anthony 
of Padua as a bird-watching expedition gone awry. After Fernando capsizes 
his canoe, he meets a strange group of characters - manipulative Chinese 
missionaries, a deaf-mute shepherd named Jesus, a topless woman on 
horseback - who all in one way or another contribute or compel him into a 
religious/sexual awakening. Both the cinematography and its subjects are 
beautiful and irresistibly unknowable. Some viewers may not appreciate 
Rodrigues’ homoerotic and playfully blasphemous modernized hagiography.

Drama 117 mins  Portugal  (2016)

THE ORTHINOLOGIST (HOMOEROTIC CONTENT) 17 Sep

M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C AT I O N

Surname:

First name:

Postal address:

Suburb:         Postcode:

Email:

Phone/mobile:

Please tick if you would like to receive NFS correspondence via  
email, includes film changes if applicable, monthly newletters etc.

Payment options: (Please do not send cash)

 Payment by electronic transfer/direct deposit:
 The NFS banks with Greater Bank

•   Transfer membership fees to the following account:
 BSB: 637 000     Account Number: 718315808

•  Account Name: Newcastle Film Society 
•  Reference / Remitter:  

Enter your name & contact phone number  
(This will allow payment trail to reconcile membership payments)

•  Print a copy of the electronic deposit form and  
attach it to your completed membership form.

 Payment by cheque/money order:
•  Cheque/money order payable to  

‘Newcastle Film Society’ 

Items to be sent with membership application:
 Membership application completed  

(only original memberships forms accepted)
 A stamped self - addessed envelope  

(2017 Membership cards will be mailed to you)
 Cheque/money order payable to ‘Newcastle Film  

Society’ or print a copy of the electronic deposit  
form showing payment.

 Return membership application to:
 The Secretary  -  Newcastle Film Society
 PO Box 128 | Newcastle 2300

2017 membership fee: $75

Membership No:  
(office use only)

Drama / Comedy 97 mins Italy (2015) 
Named Best Film at the Donatellos, (the Italian Oscars), Perfect Strangers is a 
hilarious comedy of manners built around mobile phones and the secrets they 
hold. The perfect strangers are actually seven long-time friends (three couples 
and one bachelor) who gather one night for a dinner party and agree that no 
private calls or messaging will disrupt their evening. Instead, in a communal fit 
of ‘we have nothing to hide’ bravado, they place their phones on the table and 
all incoming calls and texts are shared with the group. (Letting a caller know 
they’re on speaker is considered cheating). But what seems at first like an 
innocent and playful distraction between friends, quickly turns into something 
more as the messages start to reveal some eye-opening secrets and how little 
they truly know each other. 

P E R F E C T  S T R A N G E R S 15 Oct

newcastlefilmsociety.com

facebook.com/groups/newcastlefilmsociety

The Film Society has selected/sourced  a film for this date, however as the film has 
not been released in Australia, the distributor has advised we are not permitted to 
promote or advertise this film in any way until it has been officially released. We will 
announce details of this film to you prior to screening. 

??? mins ???

M Y S T E RY  F I L M 08 Oct

???

Drama 100 mins UK  (2016)

Winner of the 2016 Palme d’Or at Cannes, Ken Loach was so distressed 
with the state of modern Britain that he came out of retirement to make this 
film. The title character is a 59-year-old carpenter who’s just buried his wife 
and suffered a heart attack. Blake’s illness prevents him, on doctor’s orders, 
from returning to work which means he can’t pay the rent on his housing 
unit without aid from the welfare system. The Byzantine roadblocks set up 
to prevent Daniel from getting his due are handled with bruising humor and 
barely concealed rage. Nobility and dignity for the ordinary person are values 
Loach has always championed and they are at the very heart of  
I, Daniel Blake.

I  DA N I E L  B L A K E 30 Jul

Documentary 110 mins France / Brazil (2015)

The amazing monochrome images created by 71-year-old Brazilian 
photographer Sebastião Salgado are the subject of this deeply considered 
documentary study, co-directed by Wim Wenders and the photographer’s 
son, Juliano Salgado. The pictures are the result of Salgado’s remarkable 
40-year career as a photojournalist and self-described “witness to the human 
condition”. Salgado took stunning pictures in South America, Africa and 
central Europe, paying tribute to peoples who are dispossessed. He speaks 
to the camera here about his life and work. Wenders says that compassion 
fuels Salgado’s vision, humanity being the “salt of the earth”.

T H E  S A LT  O F  T H E  E A RT H 23 Jul

There’s something delightfully strange about Maren Ade’s Toni Erdmann, a 
German comedy with hidden depths. It could be seen as an existential fable, 
or an account of a very public breakdown, but really it’s about a father’s quest 
to regain his daughter’s love. Winfried Conradi is a divorced music teacher, 
an old-age hippie of sorts with a passion for bizarre pranks involving several 
fake personas. Over the bereavement of his dog, he decides to reconnect 
with his daughter Ines, who is pursuing a career in business consulting and is 
currently posted in Bucharest, Romania, where she works on an outsourcing 
project in the oil industry.

Comedy 162 mins  Germany (2016)

TO N I  E R D M A N N  ( R ) 13 Aug

A fictional account of the legendary Estonian fencing master Endel Nelis. It’s 
1952 and in an effort to evade Stalin’s secret police, Endel flees his home 
in Leningrad and arrives in the far flung Estonian town of Haapsalu. Nelis, 
determined to start a quiet new life, accepts a job as a gym teacher at the 
local school where he is frustrated by a lack of resources and the indifference 
of the principal. When Endel locates a few foils in the gym, he decides to 
start an after-school fencing club for the kids, many orphaned as a result of 
the Russian occupation. By the time Endel takes his new fencing team to 
compete against other schools in Leningrad, there is much more at stake 
than winning. Tuomo Hutri’s cinematography beautifully captures the wintry, 
desolate landscape. 

Drama 99 mins Finland (2014) 

T H E  F E N C E R 20 Aug

Drama 107 mins Belgium, France (2015) 

Directed by Pablo Larrain (Jackie). What happens when a film ingeniously 
creates adversaries who are seemingly both protagonists when it’s not 
altogether clear just who is chasing whom? Guillermo Calderon’s provocative 
Neruda is a pseudo biopic of the famed Chilean Senator and Pulitzer Prize-
winning poet Pablo Neruda. Neruda’s heartfelt political and socio-economic 
beliefs have made him the voice of the workers and the downtrodden and the 
thorn in the side of the Fascist government who want Neruda “captured and 
humiliated.” Neruda’s nemesis in this tale is the beautifully imagined police 
inspector Oscar Peluchonneau. As he flees Peluchonneau’s dogged pursuit, 
he baits the policeman, sending him genre novels and making his varied 
escapes in a deliberate nick-of-time fashion.

N E R U DA  ( R ) 27 Aug

Drama 118 mins USA (2016)

Paterson (Adam Driver) is a bus driver in the city of Paterson, New Jersey 
– they share the name. Every day, Paterson adheres to a simple routine: 
he drives his daily route, observing the city as it drifts across his windshield 
and overhearing fragments of conversation swirling around him; he writes 
poetry into a notebook; he walks his dog; he stops in a bar and drinks exactly 
one beer; he goes home to his wife, Laura (Golshifteh Farahani - My Sweet 
Pepperland). By contrast, Laura’s world is ever changing. New dreams come 
to her almost daily. Paterson loves Laura and she loves him. He supports her 
newfound ambitions; she champions his gift for poetry.  
Directed by Jim Jarmusch.

PAT E R S O N 10 Sep

In The Farewell Party, Israeli filmmakers Tal Granit and Sharon Maymon tackle 
matters of life and death with a bracing mixture of seriousness, sentiment 
and sharp black comedy. A unique, compassionate and unlikely story of a 
group of friends at a Jerusalem retirement home who decide to help their 
terminally ill friend. When rumors of their assistance begin to spread, more 
and more people ask for their help and the friends are faced with a life and 
death dilemma. An empathetic film that doesn’t shy away from the ethical and 
emotional complexities of its subject matter.

Comedy 95 mins Israel (2014)

FA R E W E L L  PA RT Y 24 Sep

F R E N C H  F I L M  F R I DAY 18 Aug

6.00pm French mini  
market + 7.00pm  
Film Screening

6.00pm French mini  
market + 7.00pm  
Film Screening

Korean director Park Chan-Wook’s adaptation of Sarah Waters’ novel 
Fingersmith, relocates the story from Victorian Britain to 1930s Korea. Sookee 
is hired as a handmaiden to the repressed and isolated Japanese heiress 
Hideko, who lives with her domineering uncle. Though servile and charming 
on the surface, Sookee has been planted in the household by a swindler 
posing as a Japanese Count. His plan is to seduce and elope with Hideko 
and take possession of her considerable fortune. Sookee’s task is to get her 
new mistress to fall for the Count, but she finds herself sexually drawn to her  
instead. The film simmers with genuine sexual tension but more importantly, 
there’s longing, affection and intimacy between the maid and her sexually 
inexperienced heiress.

Erotic / Thriller 144 mins South Korea (2015)

T H E  H A N D M A I D E N  ( R ) 06 Aug F R E N C H  F I L M  F R I DAY 22 Sep

A new thriller, directed by Polish New Wave master Jerzy Skolimowski, 
masterfully disorients viewers with a series of seemingly unrelated vignettes 
that ultimately meet up but not in the way you might expect, based on 
everything-is-connected dramas like “Babel” and “Crash”.  
“11 Minutes” is the work of an older filmmaker, but it’s not an old man’s film. 
He’s angry and alienated by technology, but his film is playful in the same way 
that the best thrillers by Hitchcock students John Carpenter, Brian De Palma 
and Dario Argento perversely mess with your expectations. You have to submit 
to the filmmakers’ cantankerous whims and be willing to be led around by the 
nose to get the most out of “11 Minutes.”

Thriller 81 mins  Poland (2015)

01 Oct1 1  M I N U T E S

Studio Ghibli, the legendary Japanese animation house, chose Dudok de 
Wit as its first European collaborator. Founder, Haya Miyazaki, took a shine 
to his Father and Daughter which won a short animation Oscar in 2001. This 
stunning animated fable set on a desert island, creates a world so beautiful the 
characters need only wander around in it. The Red Turtle details extraordinary 
moments with animals and the elements but it’s really about the flow of life, 
embracing its primal glory and persistent melancholy, grasping essential 
sacrifices and the scarring of mistakes. Dudok de Wit captures an amazing 
journey of age, experience and responsibility. It’s a sublime picture.

Animation  80 mins France (2016)

T H E  R E D  T U RT L E 03 Sep F R E N C H  F I L M  F R I DAY 27 Oct

6.00pm French mini  
market + 7.00pm  
Film Screening



6.00pm French mini  
market + 7.00pm  
Film Screening

6.00pm French mini  
market + 7.00pm  
Film Screening

6.00pm French mini  
market + 7.00pm  
Film Screening

Paul Verhoeven’s new film is an outrageous black comedy of manners about 
rape where the actions of its central character Michèle (Isabelle Huppert) are 
disconcertingly out of step with standard movie-abuse-victim behaviour. When 
we first see her, she’s pinned to the floor of her living room, being violated by 
an anonymous man in a ski mask. Michèle mentally returns to this scene time 
and again throughout the film and Verhoeven never compromises the bruising, 
visceral horror of the attack. However, her instinctive reaction isn’t to despair. 
It’s to sweep up the broken glass, have a bath and move on. Following the 
rape, she tells a few close friends and as her refusal to call the police becomes 
understandable, Michèle grows increasingly suspicious of the men in her life.

Drama  
Mystery / Suspense 129 mins France (2016)

ELLE 16 Jul

Newcastle Film Society presents an international 
program of recent films, documentaries and classics.

$75
M E M B E R S H I P 

I N C L U D E S :

ALL FILMS SCREENED ON A SUNDAY NIGHT  
7.30 PM IN THEATRE ONE

at Tower Cinemas | King Street, Newcastle  

Admission to these events will only be available to NFS financial members. 
Tickets will not be sold at the door and are not transferable. The committee 
reserves the right to alter the program if necessary. Membership is strictly 
limited. Post your application for membership ASAP to avoid disappointment.

W E  L O O K  F O R WA R D  T O  S E E I N G  Y O U  T H I S  Y E A R !

Paddy Breathnach uncovers authentic Cuba in this heartbreaking family drama 
about a troubled drag queen. In the vibrant drag community of contemporary 
Havana, Jesus, a young gay man, discovers that the only time he is free from life’s 
pressures and struggles is when he is on stage transformed into Viva, his beautiful 
alter ego who bares her soul on stage lip-syncing to classics songs of unattainable 
love and raw pain. His dream, however, clashes with his alcoholic father’s standards 
of masculinity. Angel, a macho ex-boxer who spent several years in prison and who 
was never part of Jesus’ life, returns to impose restrictions on how his son can live 
his life. Breathnach has created a masterful and intimate portrayal of love  
and sacrifice.

Drama Ireland  (2016) 

VIVA 09 Jul

100 mins

Comedy 118 mins Italy (2016)

L I K E  C R A Z Y 09 Apr

Beatrice is a non-stop chatterbox, a self-styled billionaire countess who likes 
to believe she’s on intimate terms with world leaders. Donatella is a tattooed 
introvert, a fragile young woman locked in her own mystery. They are both 
patients at the Villa Biondi, a Tuscan psychiatric clinic for women. Paolo Virzì’s 
new film tells the story of the unpredictable and moving friendship that develops 
between the two women as they flee the mental institution in search of love and 
happiness in the open air nuthouse - the world of sane people.

Indigenous detective, Jay Swan, (Aaron Pedersen) arrives to investigate a 
missing persons enquiry in the frontier town of Goldstone, overseen by Mayor 
Jacki Weaver and company hatchet man, David Wenham. What seems like a 
simple investigation opens out into a web of crime and corruption. Can Jay pull 
his life together and bury his differences with the local cop to bring justice to 
Goldstone? A striking film to watch, but a better and bigger one to think about. 
The key to unlocking this ambitious genre hybrid- a Australian film classic and 
an outback noir masterpiece- is understanding that Goldstone is a country, not a 
town, and its name is Australia.

110 mins Australia (2016) 

G O L D S TO N E     02 Apr

Outback Noir

Documentary about The Beatles’ assault on America and the change it wrought 
upon the volatile American landscape. Director Ron Howard has mixed archival 
footage conjuring the pandemonium of the times with interviews that put the tours 
into social and musical context. Seventy-three million people watched The Beatles 
on the Ed Sullivan Show in 1964. When they quit touring in August 1966, they had 
performed 166 concerts in 15 countries and 90 cities around the world. It includes 
revelations many might not know about, such as the band’s opposition to playing to 
segregated crowds. Their entire set at Shea Stadium follows the film. Originally shot 
on 35mm film, the sound was remastered by Giles Martin, son of Beatles’ producer 
George Martin.

100 mins UK (2016) 

THE BEATLES: EIGHT DAYS A WEEK -  
THE TOURING YEARS 26 Mar

Documentary

Satire 110 mins Romania (2014)

C L O S E R  TO  T H E  M O O N       16 Apr

A band of Romanian freedom fighters pull off the crime of the century in this 
gripping heist film based on an incredible true story. Bucharest, 1959: with 
anti-Semitism on the rise, a group of Jewish WWII resistance members, led 
by a police inspector and an academic, team up again for an audacious act 
of political agitation. Posing as a movie crew, they hold up the Romanian 
National Bank by making it look like a film shoot. But what comes next is even 
more unbelievable.  
Game of Thrones’ Harry Lloyd co-stars in this slyly comic satire ripped from 
the strange-but-true pages of history.30 

NFS 
FILMS

A terrifying thriller for adults. At its heart, it’s about how the choices we make can 
devastatingly affect our lives and how violently divided urban and rural America 
is. Susan Morrow (Amy Adams) is a Los Angeles art gallery owner married to 
a high flying entrepreneur. She’s been divorced for twenty years from a writing 
teacher and novelist (Jake Gyllenhaal). When she receives his new novel, 
dedicated to her, we see it as she reads it. The “real” events of the film are all 
about a woman facing a mid-life crisis, while the novel is a nightmarish tale of 
rednecks terrorising a young family in West Texas. The tone and style of the film 
embraces both stories, linking and interweaving them to create a whole that is 
genuinely disturbing.

115 mins

N O C T U R N A L  A N I M A L S 11 Jun

Thriller USA (2016)

+6 FRENCH 
FRIDAY 
FILMS

+2 WINE 
& CHEESE 
NIGHTS

F R E N C H  F I L M  F R I DAY 24 Mar

Julien Rappeneau’s enchanting directorial debut Rosalie Blum is a warm and 
witty comedy about a random encounter that has unexpected and life-changing 
consequences. Vincent Machot is a hairdresser, like his father before him. Life 
rotates around work, his overbearing mother who lives in the apartment upstairs 
and a womanising cousin constantly trying to set him up. But one morning 
Vincent experiences a powerful déjà-vu when he meets the gaze of a grocery 
store clerk, Rosalie Blum. Intrigued by this mysterious woman, he begins a 
search to uncover the truth behind their connection. To reveal more would only 
spoil the surprises of Rappeneau’s ingeniously structured tale.

Comedy 96 mins France  (2016)

R O S A L I E  B L U M      30 Apr

Watching Waking Life is like eavesdropping on a theoretical discourse between 
Kierkegaard and Kerouac, while standing in a modern art museum as the 
paintings come to life and melt into your visual cortex. Director Richard Linklater 
has created a film that turns the notions of dreaming and reality inside out, both 
visually and conceptually, while telling an absorbing tale of an off-beat teenage 
boy trying to wrap his head around a ponderous waking dream from which he 
can’t escape. The film was shot on digital video then in post-production. Every 
frame of Waking Life was painted over, lending the final product a surreal artistic 
and cerebral vitality that is unique in the history of cinema.

Animation 
Drama 101 mins USA  (2001)

WA K I N G  L I F E 07 May

Drama 85 mins  Australia (2017)

Adapted from Craig Silvery’s bestselling Australian novel and featuring 
a stellar cast including Toni Collette and Hugo Weaving, Jasper Jones is 
the story of Charlie Bucktin, a bookish boy of 14 living in a small town in 
WA. During the scorching summer of 1969, Charlie is startled when he is 
woken by local mixed-race outcast Jasper Jones outside his window. Jasper 
leads him into the forest and shows him something that will change his life 
forever, setting them both on a dangerous journey to solve a mystery that will 
consume the entire community. In an isolated town where secrecy, gossip and 
tragedy overwhelm the landscape, Charlie faces family breakdown, finds his 
first love and discovers what it means to be truly courageous. 

J A S P E R  J O N E S 04 Jun

High Rise is director Ben Wheatley’s vision of J.G. Ballard’s dystopian novel about 
residents of a luxury apartment block descending into savagery. Tom Hiddleston 
heads a fabulous cast as Laing, a surgeon who moves into a high-tech tower on 
the outskirts of London. The luxury apartment block is the brutalist brainchild of 
architect Royal (Jeremy Irons). It offers residents everything they need – except 
contact with the outside world. When the concrete monolith’s electrical circuits 
malfunction, so does the moral compass of everyone inside. Decadence and 
depravity become the new norm. Amidst the chaos, Wheatley and screenwriter 
Amy Jump hammer home Ballard’s stinging sociopolitical satire about the thin line 
between human advancement and de-evolution of the species. 

Dystopian 
Drama 119 min UK (2015)

H I G H  R I S E 28 May

Inspired by the true story of Ireland’s biggest cocaine seizure in 2007, The 
Young Offenders is a comedy road movie about best friends Conor and 
Jock, two inner-city teenagers from Cork. Jock is a legendary bike thief who 
plays a daily game of cat and mouse with the local Garda, Sergeant Healy. 
When a drug trafficking boat capsizes off the coast of West Cork and 61 
bales of cocaine, each worth 7 million euro are seized, word gets out that 
one bale is missing. The boys steal two bikes and go on a road trip hoping 
to find a missing bale which they can sell so as to escape their troubled 
home lives.

Comedy 83 mins Ireland (2016) 

T H E  Y O U N G  O F F E N D E R S 21 May

 Drama 75 mins Kenya (2016)

German filmmaker Tom Tykwer produced this Kenyan drama from first-timer Mbithi 
Masya. The film begins as Kaleche wanders lost and disoriented through the 
Kenyan grasslands till she comes upon the otherworldly village of Kati Kati where 
she finds a community of eccentrics led by the charismatic Thoma. The unknown 
inhabitants welcome her and as she’s suffering from amnesia explains that she’s 
actually dead. It seems that Kati Kati is in some type of limbo where souls linger 
until they can pass to the next stage of their journey. The residual trauma of her 
death and entrapment at the village begins to stir Kaleche’s memories. Then a 
shocking revelation clarifies everything. Maybe Kaleche will attain the sense of 
peace that she needs to depart from Kati Kati.

K AT I  K AT I 14 May

Winner of the Un Certain Regard Prize at 2016 Cannes Film Festival.

Who would have thought that a tale about sheep in rural Iceland could bring 
tears to your eyes? Grímur Hakonarson’s Rams does just that. Majestically 
shot in a spectacular, weather-swept valley, this wryly observed fable about two 
brothers who are more obstinate than the sheep they breed, begins as a droll 
comedy about rural life and grows into a graceful and mythic tale about family, 
community and legacy.

Comedy 93 mins Iceland (2015)

R A M S  ( R ) 23 Apr

F R E N C H  F I L M  F R I DAY

F R E N C H  F I L M  F R I DAY

14 Jul

28 Apr

Kleber Mendonça Filho’s stunning 2012 feature debut Neighboring Sounds, 
boldly announced a major new voice in Brazilian cinema with someone able 
to capture the totality of Brazilian society in one Recife residential street. His 
much-anticipated follow-up is a more subtle film, but no less mature, a calmer 
film, but no less angry. Starring the incomparable Sonia Braga as well-off widow 
Clara, holding on to her apartment against developer pressures, Aquarius is a 
character study as well as a shrewd meditation on the transience of place and 
the way physical space elides with our identity.

145 mins Brazil / USA (2016)Drama

A Q UA R I U S 18 Jun

“I’m always trying to figure out who I am and how I fit in the world that I share 
with seven billion other people,” Mr. Ma says early in the film. That curiosity led 
him to assemble the Silk Road Ensemble, a collective of some 50 musicians 
and artists from across the globe. “This was like the Manhattan Project of music” 
one interviewee says of the group, founded in 2000. Director Morgan Neville (20 
Feet From Stardom) knows how to capture the magic of performance and how 
to encourage professionals to speak plainly. He profiles its members who speak 
about threatened traditions, the relevance of music in a violent world and the 
stress of staying true to one’s art while mixing styles.

Music  
Documentary 96 mins USA (2015)

THE MUSIC OF STRANGERS: YO-YO MA &  
THE SILK ROAD ENSEMBLE   25 Jun

Based on the true story of Saroo Brierley, an Indian boy separated from his brother 
at a train station during their daily hunt for resellable coal. The panicked Saroo 
climbs aboard a decommissioned train, falls asleep and wakes up to find it moving, 
taking him 1 600 kilometers away to Calcutta where he doesn’t understand the 
Bengali language. Good fortune guides him into the loving embrace of adoptive 
parents from Tasmania. Growing into a fine young man, a sweet food he loved as 
a child triggers a rush of emotions that sweep away the cushion of comforts that 
have protected him. He realises that he might be able to find his mother again using 
Google Earth. As Saroo’s obsession overcomes him, he follows his heart as it takes 
him on a dark and winding path.

Drama 118 mins Australia (2016)

L I O N 02 Jul
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